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Livingston County has 
been seeing its corona-
virus numbers rise in 
recent weeks, but every-
thing has been within 
what is considered rea-
sonable compared to 
other counties.  The 
Illinois Department of 
Public Health made that 
known Friday when it 
announced 10 counties 
were placed at the warn-
ing level.

This makes 30 for the 
state that has been placed 
on the list. A county 
reaches the warning level 
when it has two or more 
COVID-19 risk indicators 
that measure the amount 
of COVID-19 increase.

The 30 counties cur-
rently listed include 
B u r e a u ,  C a r r o l l , 
Cass, Clinton, Cook, 
Cumberland, Effingham, 
F a y e t t e ,  G r e e n e , 
Grundy, Henderson, 
Henry, Jasper, Jersey, 
Jo Daviess, Johnson, 
M a d i s o n ,  M o n r o e , 
Morgan, Perry, Pike, 
Randolph, Sangamon, 
Shelby, St. Clair, Union, 
Warren, White, Will and 
Williamson.

According to the IDPH, 
some of the common fac-
tors for an increase in 
cases and outbreaks are 
associated with wed-
dings, large gatherings, 
long-term care facilities 
and other congregate 
settings, travel to neigh-
boring states, bars and 
spread among members 
of the same household 
who are not isolating at 
home.

Cases connected to 
schools are beginning to be 
reported. There is no con-
firmation reported, but it 
has been rumored that a 
positive case was reported 
at an area high school.

“Public health officials 
are observing people not 
social distancing, gath-
ering in large groups 
and not using face cov-
erings,” said the IDPH 
in its press release. “In 
some counties, local law 
enforcement and states’ 
attorneys are not enforc-
ing important mitigation 
measures like social dis-
tancing and the wearing 
of face coverings.

Counties 
added to 
warning 
list

By Erich Murphy
Pontiac Daily Leader

It has been some time since 
the idea of a new place to 
stop for gasoline and sundry 
items was pitched to the City 
of Pontiac. It's been a long 
enough time that a new mayor 
has taken over.

Chad Wallis and Michael 
Rubenstein were looking to 
open a travel stop oasis that 
included the typical conve-
nient store stuff, as well as 
other items with the intent 
of making a traveling expe-
rience more fun for the 
family.

Rubenstein said in a recent 
interview that he and Wallis 
had grown up in Route 66 
communities in Missouri. 
It was from this, and other 
things such as the original 
“Vacation” movie, that the 
idea of a travel stop with all 
the accoutrements.

After deciding to make the 
project a reality, Rubenstein 
and Wallis went out and 
about looking for what they 
felt was going to be the per-
fect place to open their first 
store.

“ W e  d r o v e  a l o n g  t h e 
(Route 66) corridor many 
times,” Rubenstein said. We 
had five or six places to look 
at, and then we stopped in 
Pontiac and saw things that 
'checked the box for us.'”

The pair made it to city hall 
and asked who the person 
was to help them with their 
idea. They were directed to 
Bob Russell, who was still 
the mayor at the time.

Always the promoter for 
Pontiac, Russell gave the 
two entrepreneurs the royal 
tour of the community.

Wally’s to provide traveling experience

Michael Rubenstein, left, and Chad Wallis stand in front of the sign for their baby, “Wally’s” auto travel 
oasis, near I-55 on Pontiac’s west side. [ERICH MURPHY/DAILY LEADER]

By Stephen Groves 
and Scott Bauer
The Associated Press

KENOSHA, Wis. — A judge 
postponed a decision Friday on 
whether a 17-year-old should 
be returned to Wisconsin to 
face charges in the killing of 
two people on the streets of 
Kenosha during unrest follow-
ing the police shooting of a Black 
man, Jacob Blake.

The Illinois judge granted 
Kyle Rittenhouse’s request to 
delay the extradition hearing 
to Sept. 25 during a brief hear-
ing that was streamed online. 
Rittenhouse, who is being held, 
did not appear.

Blake’s shooting — which left 
him paralyzed and was caught 
on cellphone video — sparked 
several nights of protests in 
Kenosha, making it the latest 

focal point in a reckoning over 
policing and racial injustice that 
has gripped the country since 
the death of George Floyd at the 
hands of Minneapolis police.

The protests devolved into 
violence and vandalism at some 
points, and the Kenosha police 
chief told reporters Friday that 
just under 50 people have been 

arrested. The National Guard 
was called in to help patrol the 
streets, and the commander 
of the force said Friday over 
1,000 guard members had 
been deployed heading into 
the weekend when more pro-
tests are expected. .

On Tuesday, the third night 
of protests, Rittenhouse, a 
white teen who was armed 
w i t h  a  s e m i - a u t o m a t i c 
rifle, was caught on cell-
phone video as he walked 
Kenosha’s streets with other 
armed civilians, saying he was 
protecting businesses from 
vandalism. Prosecutors have 
accused him of killing two 
men who tried to disarm him 
and wounding a third. His law-
yers have argued he was acting in 
self-defense.

Teen charged in Kenosha killings stalls return to Wisconsin

Protesters prepare to march against the police shooting of Jacob 
Blake on Thursday in Kenosha, Wis. [MORRY GASH/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

See KENOSHA,  A6 See VIRUS,  A6

See WALLY’S,  A6
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She advised, “Become 
the tree.”

I was reminded of the 
oak, 100 feet tall, which I 
first entered in my mind 
to find her. Following her 
suggestion, I then inhab-
ited the length and girth 
of the mighty tree, with a 
sudden view from up high. 

The vista was expansive, as 
I took in purple mountains, 
endless blue skies, golden 
plains. The metaphor was 
I am central to nature with 
a larger, transcendent 
view. The message was 
problems will pass and be 
overcome. The present is 
temporary. Take the long 
view of healing and be 
active in it.

Albert Camus wrote, 
“In the midst of winter, I 
found there was, within 
me, an invincible summer. 

And that makes me happy. 
For it says that no matter 
how hard the world pushes 
against me, within me, 
there’s something stronger 
- something better, push-
ing right back.”

Then serenity filled me, 
and suddenly, the drum-
beat stopped, and the 
meditation leader called 
for our return.

Email Suzette Martinez 
Standring at suz-
mar@comcast.net.

STANDRING
From Page A5

“After Bob took us on 
a tour of the town, showed 
us the museum and we 
went through everything, 
Michael and I left and we 
were like, 'this is the spot,'” 
Wallis said. “This is the 
community we want to be 
in, a good home town.”

So, the two visitors 
attended a city council 
meeting, along with a man 
named Garrett Thompson, 
and pitched the idea for the 
“Wally's” auto plaza.

Adding to the eventual 
merging of the community 
and the new business was a 
vacation trip in Europe that 
involved a chance meeting.

Thompson was on a river 
cruise with his wife on 
an anniversary trip. Also 
making the same journey 
were Pontiac Alderman 
Kelly Eckhoff, with her hus-
band, and, coincidentally, 
Mike McCoy and his wife.

Eckhoff and Thompson 
had been kibitzing when 
it became known that she 
was from Pontiac and he 
was looking to help start a 
business here. Thompson 
was then introduced to 
McCoy, and a connection 
with a general contractor 
was made.

“We really feel that 
everything led us to Pontiac 
for our first-ever store,” 
Rubenstein, who is presi-
dent and CEO of Wally's, 
said. “It's really a big under-
taking for us from every 
aspect. All the stars aligned 
to bring us to Pontiac.”

The concept came from 
recognizing that the truck-
stop companies, where 
people are forced to stop 
at, are not conducive to 
the family traveling in the 
automobile. Wallis, the 
chairman of Wally's, said 
there is a big opportunity 
to capture that market and 
cater to that customer.

“There's a place and a 
business to be had for the 

American traveler that isn't 
a truck stop,” Wallis said.

He added that all travelers 
are welcome at Wally's, it's 
just that the facility is not 
set up for an over-the-road 
trucker.

“We're trying to create 
an experience for the trav-
eler,” Rubenstein said. “It 
starts with the sign in the 
roundabout — 'The Great 
American road Trip.' That's 
really who we are catering 
to, the people who are on 
the road.

“We want to be that kind 
of stopping point — a cross 
between a mega-gas sta-
tion, a convenience store, 
a very open food concept 
with our interactive sta-
tions and just to be very 
family friendly. We want 
people to be able to spend 
20-30 minutes inside and 
enjoy their time as they are 
walking around, finding 
things they may not have 
been expecting when they 
stopped.

“You look at the typi-
cal truck stop and it is a 
business built for truckers. 
There's the truck entrance, 
the truck wash. The dis-
pensers they put on the 
front end for cars is really an 
afterthought,” Rubenstein 
added. “We really wanted 
to rethink it from a traveler's 
point of view, a place that 
they would want to go to. 
That's why we built (it with) 
a spacious, two entrances, 
a lot of light, a lot of store 
front with the glass, the big 
bathrooms, the changing 
stations in the bathrooms. 
We wanted it to be that 
family friendly.”

The idea is to make this 
a family friendly place that 
will also be an asset to the 
local clientele. There are no 
video games or lottery at the 
facility, which will be open 
24 hours and well-lit.

Inside, Wally's is divided 
into three areas among 
its 8,000 square feet. On 
the north end, they will be 
selling t-shirts, hats and 
bumper stickers, as well as 
have camping equipment, 
a department for kids, 

women and men. There will 
also be a Winnebago sitting 
in the middle.

“We're trying to be a 
cross between a Norman 
Rockwell, old-school 
Americana and the kind of 
the American road trip — 
the wagoneer with the wood 
trim. A family experience,” 
Rubenstein said.

“There is definitely noth-
ing else in the Midwest close 
to this.”

The middle section will 
be include three interactive 
food stations — Wally's 
Sandwich House (BBQ 
and sandwich selection, 
which will be made onsite), 
Wally's Cafe (beverage bar), 
Wally's Popcorn (popcorn 
and desserts). There is a 
bakery behind the pop-
corn, includes ice cream 
station against the ball, 
also behind sandwich shop 
is jerky station.

There is also a con-
venience store are with 
refrigerators on the build-
ing's south side.

“We feel confident our 
competition isn't the local 
gas station up the street,” 
Rubenstein said. “We think 
we're going to be a suction 
60-100 miles in either 
direction because people 
are going to to want to 
stop, get food, use the 
restroom and really have 
a food experience that's 
more in the fast-casual 
arena.”

The restrooms are also 
quite spacious.

Through various cir-
cumstances, not the least 
of which has been the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
the opening of Wally's is 
expected soon, in early to 
mid September. Ground 
was first broken in July 
2019.

“We're extremely happy 
and appreciative with the 
team. That includes our 
internal team and McCoy 
and others — been build-
ing the plane as we've 
been flying it,” Rubenstein 
said. “We feel having this 
open in 13 months is really 
impressive.”

WALLY’S
From Page A1

“Several counties are 
taking swift action and 
implementing mitiga-
tion measures to help 
slow spread of the virus, 
including increasing test-
ing opportunities, working 
with schools, meeting 
with local leaders, and 
educating businesses and 
large venues about the 
importance of mitigation 
measures.”

Livingston County will 
be adding a testing site in 
September at OSF Saint 
James-John W. Albrecht 
Medical Center. Livingston 
County Health Department 
Administrator Jackie Dever 
and Brad Solberg, presi-
dent at OSF Saint James, 
recommend the sched-
uling of appointments 
because testing is limited. 
However, drive-ups are 
welcome. Contact the 
LCHD at (815) 844-7174, 
ext. 210, for appointments 
and questions.

Livingston County's 
COVID-19 count bumped 
up to 181 Friday with three 
new cases being reported. 
The latest cases are a male 
in his teens, a male in his 
20s and a male in his 70s. 
Each are recovering in 
isolation.

The LCHD says there 
have been 7,219 tests 
recorded with 7,038 
coming back negative for 
the county. Of the positive 

results, 21 cases remain 
active. Also, 31 cases were 
asymptomatic at the time 
of testing. There have also 
been four deaths reported.

T h e  C O V I D  n u m -
bers change daily, and 
have risen and fallen for 
communities since the 
recordings began. Pontiac, 
listed Thursday with 45 
cases, has dropped one to 
44 as of Friday's report-
ing on the IDPH website. 
Dwight still has 24 while 
Fairbury grew to 18 cases. 
Forrest has 13 cases listed, 
Long Point is still at 12 and 
Cornell has 10.

Other cases in the area 
include Chenoa holding 
with 6 cases, Lexington 
is listed as having 14 after 
going up one Friday. 
Chenoa is still sitting with 6 
cases having been reported 
since March. Streator is 
where the numbers are 
really rising as went up to 
238, giving that commu-
nity 22 cases reported in 
the last two days.

The IDPH said that 2,149 
new cases were reported on 
Friday to bring the state's 
total to 229,483. There 
were 20 deaths reported 
to make it 7,997 statewide 
during the pandemic.

The LCHD reminds resi-
dents that symptoms are 
not always obvious appar-
ent but that people can be 
carriers of COVID-19. 
Everyone is is encouraged 
to continue to adhere to 
all required precautions 
including wearing a face 
covering and maintain-
ing a social distance of at 

least six feet whenever 
possible. Frequent hand-
washing and sanitizing is 
still strongly urged.

Individuals who travel to 
hot spots in the country are 
encouraged to get tested 
for COVID-19 five to seven 
days after returning home, 
or sooner if experiencing 
symptoms.

For Livingston County 
residents age 60 or older, 
homebound with no 
assistance and in need of 
essential care items, such 
as food, medical supplies, 
or personal hygiene prod-
ucts, please the LCHD at 
815-844-7174, x230. The 
LCHD will continue to 
work diligently to meet 
the everyday needs of 
county residents while 
aggressively address-
i n g  t h e  o n - g o i n g 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Up-to-date information 
for Livingston County may 
be found at www.lchd.us.

There are three testing 
sites reasonably close to 
Pontiac, with the near-
est being in Bloomington. 
This site, which allows for 
walk-up testing, is located 
at 1106 Interstate Drive and 
is open daily from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. while daily sup-
plies last.

Two other sites are in 
Champaign — Market 
Place Shopping Center, 
2000 N. Neil St. — and 
Peoria — Peoria Civic 
Center Fulton Street 
parking lot. Both loca-
tions are open 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. while daily supplies 
last.

VIRUS
From Page A1

The trademark Winnebago camper truck sits inside Wally’s. [ERICH MURPHY/DAILY LEADER]

R i t t e n h o u s e  w a s 
t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y 
on Wednesday in his 
hometown of Antioch, 
Illinois, about 15 miles 
(25 kilometers) from 
Kenosha. He would face 

a mandatory life sen-
tence if convicted of 
first-degree homicide, 
the most serious charge. 
Under Wisconsin law, 
anyone 17 or older is 
treated as an adult in the 
criminal justice system.

A s s i s t a n t  p u b l i c 
d e f e n d e r  J e n n i f e r 
Snyder, who was rep-
resenting Rittenhouse, 
asked for a delay in the 

extradition hearing, so 
her client would have 
time to hire a private 
attorney.

Lee Filas, spokesman 
for the Lake County, 
Illinois, state’s attorney, 
declined to comment on 
whether other charges 
were being considered 
for anyone who may 
have acted as an accom-
plice to Rittenhouse.

KENOSHA
From Page A1


