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It melted a considerable amount of snow, but anybody who had to venture out into Monday’s cold rain, which fell steadily throughout the day, 
had umbrellas or their heads covered with hoods. [JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER]

Week starts with cold rain

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Two 
Chicago-area residents 
who tested positive for 
novel coronavirus earlier 
this year have recovered 
and were released from 
home isolation this week-
end, according to public 
health officials.

Federal, state and local 
health officials made the 
announcement in a news 
release Saturday, noting 
that the risk to the general 
public remains low and 
the two patients caused 
no further spread of the 
virus.

“Based on what is 
currently known about 
the virus,  and after 
close consultation with 
(the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and 
P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  t h e 
I l l i n o i s  D e p a r t m e n t 
of Public Health), we 
believe both patients 
can now safely return to 
their regular activities, 
including work, with-
out restrictions,” Dr. 
Allison Arwady, Chicago 
Department of Public 
Health commissioner, 
said in a news release.

A r w a d y  a d d e d  t h e 
patients have had “mul-
tiple rounds of negative 
testing for the virus and 
are clinically well.”

“They do not need to 
wear masks, and neither 
does anyone interacting 
with them. They have 
been cleared,” she said.

The two patients are 
husband and wife, and the 
woman, in her 60s, had 
recently returned from 
Wuhan, China, where the 
spread of the virus began. 
Health officials said at an 
earlier news conference 
that the spread of the 
virus to her husband was 
“not totally unexpected” 
due to the couple’s close 
proximity.

The couple was hos-
pitalized at AMITA St. 
Alexius Medical Center 
in suburban Hoffman 
Estates in January and 
released to home isola-
tion Feb. 7. Public health 
officials did not release 
other identifying infor-
mation due to privacy 
concerns.

According to the news 
release, public health 
officials worked to moni-
tor individuals who were 
in contact with either 
of the two patients who 
tested positive. A CDC 

Coronavirus 
patients 
cured

By Steve Peoples 
and Alan Fram
The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — A growing 
number of Democratic law-
makers, union officials, state 
leaders and party strategists 
agree that Bernie Sanders 
is a risky nominee to put up 
against President Donald 
Trump. There’s less agree-
ment about whether — and 
how — to stop him.

Critics of the Vermont sen-
ator, who has long identified 
as a democratic socialist, are 
further than they’ve ever been 
from unifying behind a mod-
erate alternative. None of the 
viable centrists in the race is 
eager to exit the campaign to 
clear a path for a candidate 
to become a clear counter 
to Sanders. And Sanders is 
looking to Saturday’s Nevada 

One thing unites establishment Democrats: Fear of Sanders 
Democratic 
presidential 
candidate 
Sen. Bernie 
Sanders I-Vt., 
smiles during 
his campaign 
event Sunday 
in Carson City, 
Nev. [RICH 

PEDRONCELLI/

THE ASSOCIATED 

PRESS]

By Erich Murphy
Managing Editor

No longer is Bill Alvey to be 
referred to as “acting mayor” 
of Pontiac. Instead, he is the 
actual mayor. Alvey officially 
resigned his position as city 
alderman and acting mayor 
to become the official mayor 
at Monday's city council 
meeting.

Alvey has been serving as 
acting mayor since former 
Mayor Bob Russell stepped 
down July 31. As acting mayor, 
Alvey was able to maintain 
his seat as an alderman from 
the First Ward and vote on 
matters that came before the 
board.

With Alvey moving out 

of the alderman position, 
the council needed to add a 
replacement. Alvey's recom-
mendation is Michael Barr. He 
was approved by the council 
by unanimous vote of those 
present.

Barr will be attending the 
Committee as a Whole meet-
ing next Monday but will 
likely be officially sworn in at 
the next regular city council 
meeting (March 2).

There will be street closures 
in the downtown area next 
Monday and Tuesday with 
filming of a television show 
taking place.

“There is a scene from our 
show that we would like to 
film just down the street here, 
on Mill Street,” Alex Hughes, 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  R e d h a w k 
Productions, told the council. 
“In order to film these scenes, 
we requested permission to 
close Mill Street between 
Howard and Washington. 
And we requested to close 
Madison, between Main Street 
and Plum on Monday, Feb. 24, 
and Tuesday, Feb. 25.

“We requested this partially 
for the safety of our crew, but 
also because our show takes 
place in the 1950s. The gen-
eral goal is to avoid a Hyundai 
Elantra driving by in the 
background.

“I was quick to learn from 
our transportation depart-
ment that the car museum has 

‘Acting’ dropped from mayor title

Alex Hughes of Redhawk 
Productions tells the city 
council of his company’s plans 
for closing streets in downtown 
Pontiac next Sunday through 
Tuesday. His company will be 
shooting footage for the FX 
television show “Fargo.” [ERICH 

MURPHY/DAILY LEADER] See MAYOR,  A6

See SANDERS,  A6 See VIRUS,  A6
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been providing quite a few cars 
to our show over the last few 
months,” Hughes added.

The show is set in 1950s 
Kansas City and stars Chris 
Rock as the head of an African 
American crime family. There 
is contention with an Italian 
mafia family.

Hughes said that the filming 
is expected to take all day on 
Monday and that his request 
is to have the roads closed and 
nothing but 1950s-era vehicles 

parked along Mill Street.
He also pointed out that 

most of the outdoor filming is 
expected to be completed by 
Monday afternoon, though 
it is possible other shots 
might be necessary. Filming 
on Tuesday is expected to be 
completed by 1 p.m.

There will be no park-
ing along Main Street from 
Howard Street south to 
Washington in order to allow 
for trucks from the filming 
company to have places to 
park.

The council approved the 
requests.

In unrelated business, the 
council also approved bids 

for manhole work. Street 
Superintendent Chris Brock 
told the council that there 
are 62 manholes to deal with 
and that the bids were broken 
down into three sections — 
North, Central and South.

HJ Eppel & Co. received 
the bid for the North section 
at $307,363.74, which was 
about $70,000 less than the 
next closest bid. There were 
three bidders for this section.

HJ Eppel also got the bid 
for the Central section at 
$246,920.19. There were 
four bids for this section 
with the second lowest being 
$317,465.50.

Robert Shay got the bid for 

the South section at $137,130. 
There were four bids for this 
section with the next closest 
coming in at $173,579.65.

A bid for Holiday Road 
work was accepted, as well. 
Opperman Construction got 
this bid at $672,150 before an 
amendment was put in place. 
The amendment looked at an 
upgrade for decorative street 
lighting. 

This addition was for seven 
lights at $400 per light for 
an additional $2,800. This 
brought the total to $674.950, 
which was still more than 
$100,000 less than the next 
closest bid.

Adam Dontz of the Greater 

Livingston County Economic 
Development Council made 
a presentation to the city 
council that gave an overview 
of what that organization has 
been doing. This was made 
before the council voted on 
renewing its membership to 
the organization.

The city voted to renew its 
membership with GLCEDC 
but only by a 5-3 count. 
Aldermen Jerry Causer, Curt 
Myers and Brian Gabor voted 
against it.

Pontiac Fire Chief Jacob 
Campbell also gave the council 
a presentation on his depart-
ment's initiatives for the next 
year.

MAYOR
From Page A1

team was also deployed to the 
state, which became one of the 
first that can test for the virus 
without shipping specimens 
out of state.

According to a situation 
report from the World Health 
Organization dated Feb. 16, 
there have been 51,857 cases 
confirmed globally, but just 
683 of those came from out-
side of China. The virus has 
resulted in 1,666 deaths, with 
three of them outside of China.

In the U.S., there have been 

15 positive cases while 60 tests 
are pending, according to the 
CDC.

In Illinois, there have been 
just two positive tests, both 
in the patients that are now 
cured, and 48 negative tests. 
Two more tests were awaiting 
results Monday, according to 
IDPH.

Symptoms for the virus 
include mild to severe respira-
tory illness with fever, cough 
and difficulty breathing.

IDPH officials said the test 
it can administer is intended 
for people who meet cer-
tain criteria, which include 
having traveled to China and 
other exposure history, as 
well as exhibiting the stated 

symptoms.
Authorities believe symp-

toms appear between two 
and 14 days after exposure, 
and there is not a significant 
risk of a person transmitting 
the virus before they develop 
symptoms.

Public health officials urge 
the same protections one takes 
against the common flu — 
covering coughs and sneezes, 
washing hands with warm 
soap and water, and staying 
home when sick.

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health maintains 
a novel coronavirus hotline 
at 1-800-889-3931 and can 
be reached via email at DPH.
SICK@ILLINOIS.GOV.

Chicago residents can reach 
CDPH by calling 311, and the 
Cook County Department of 
Public Health can be reached 
at 708-633-4000.

Coronavirus is a large family 
of viruses, with some causing 
illness in people, and others 
circulating among animals, 
according to IDPH. The virus 
is named for the crown-like 
spikes on its surface. Human 
coronaviruses are “common 
throughout the world” and 
usually cause mild to moder-
ate illness in people, according 
to IDPH.

T h e  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e 
recent outbreak of the 2019 
novel coronavirus comes 
from the fact that it is a 

new, unrecognized strain. 
Previous novel coronavirus 
strains — such as the ones that 
caused MERS, or Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome, and 
SARS, or severe acute respira-
tory syndrome — evolved from 
animal strains and have been 
associated with more severe 
respiratory illness, according 
to IDPH.

There is currently no vac-
cine to prevent the 2019 novel 
coronavirus.

However, the news release 
noted there are no additional 
precautions recommended 
for the general public to take 
in the U.S. because the virus 
has not been spreading widely 
here.

VIRUS
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caucuses to post another win 
that would further his status as 
an early front-runner.

With fear and frustration 
rising in the party’s establish-
ment wing, a high-stakes math 
problem is emerging. 

It could be impossible to 
blunt Sanders as long as a 
trio of moderate candidates 

— former South Bend, Indiana, 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg, former 
Vice President Joe Biden and 
Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
— stay in the race. 

And with former New York 
Mayor Mike Bloomberg pump-
ing hundreds of millions of 
dollars into the swath of states 
that vote on Super Tuesday, 
March 3, the effort to stop 
Sanders will become even more 
challenging when the campaign 
goes national next month.

“You see this tremendous 
angst in the party — ‘What are 

we going to do?’” said Terry 
McAuliffe, a former Virginia 
governor who was also chair-
man of the Democratic National 
Committee. “We need to unify 
as fast as we can.”

The dynamic is complicated 
because each of the major mod-
erate candidates has glaring 
vulnerabilities.

Biden began the campaign 
as a front-runner, but the aura 
around his operation took a hit 
after a fourth-place finish in 
Iowa gave way to a fifth-place 
finish in New Hampshire. 

Buttigieg has proved to be 
the most effective centrist in 
raising money from the par-
ty’s traditional high-dollar 
donors, which puts him in a 
strong position to compete in 
an expensive national contest. 

But the 38-year-old faces 
linger questions about his 
experience and his ability to 
win support from black and 
Latino voters, a challenge that 
could come into greater focus if 
Buttigieg loses badly in Nevada 
and South Carolina.

K l o u b c h a r  i s  n e w l y 

emboldened after a third-place 
finish in New Hampshire, but 
she too has little support among 
minority voters and has largely 
run a bare-bones campaign 
operation.

“When you have three or four 
candidates in that same lane, 
math becomes a problem,” said 
Harold Schaitberger, general 
president of the International 
Association of Firefighters 
and a Biden loyalist, who 
admits being “disappointed” 
by Biden’s bad performances 
and Sanders’ rise.

SANDERS
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