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By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   Santa Claus has some new digs in Pontiac
— a cozy home that will feel less like an au-
thentic North Pole experience when occu-
pied.
   Streets Superintendent (and one of Santa’s
helpers, obviously) Chris Brock said that he
and his crew of elves have been hard at work
fixing up the Santa House, which he has long
been in need of repairs. Brock called the
work on the Santa House, which was setup
in downtown Pontiac on Tuesday, a “com-
plete restoration,” one that will also feature a
wheelchair ramp.
   As reported by the Daily Leader on Nov.
24, 2012, the existing Santa House, actually
the second, has a lengthy history. According
to Doug McCoy and Dennis Schultz, former
Jaycees members, the second Santa House

was built in 1954, had its red sliding door
added in 1968 or ‘69, a chimney removed in
1970 or ‘71 and a further remodel done in the
middle of that decade.
   They believed that the second house’s orig-
inal design sketch was done by Bill Diaz Sr.
as part of the now defunct local Jaycees club.
Having only heard stories of the first house,
McCoy recalled at the time that it had been
described as “very drafty.” And after 40 some
years without any kind of major and needed
repair work, such a description might have
applied to the current structure as recently
as October of this year.
   “It’s been a rehab,” Brock said. “It’s got a
new roof, it’s been painted, the inside’s been
totally removed and replaced, it’s got new in-
terior walls and new flooring. It’s pretty
much a complete restoration, if you will.”
   Brock noted the necessity of the remodel

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   When District 429 Supt. Brian Dukes
introduced the STEAM curriculum to
the District 429 Board of Education last
November, he said it would serve multi-
ple purposes. Not only has the curricu-
lum helped to bring district students to
the forefront of modern education, it has
also helped to connect the education of
students to the community’s top employ-
ers and also connects teachers across the
district to one another.

   Reflecting back to that time, Dukes
said he was anxious about the curricu-
lum until the district hired its two
STEAM teachers, Christine Chiodo for
the junior high and Jennifer Teno for
kindergarten through fifth grade.
   “The moment we put those two pieces
in place, my fears went away,” Dukes
said. “They knew where I wanted the
district to go and I felt confident letting
them explore and we are still having
conversations a year later. Now I’m ask-
ing them to figure out what else is out
there that we can expose our kids to that
is cutting-edge and will help them get
excited about learning.”
   The program has also provided the
district with an opportunity to see how
different departments can collaborate
together. Dukes said many school dis-
tricts do not have much crossover with
teachers, curriculum and resources.
However, he said the STEAM program
has opened the eyes for all staff on how
cross-curricular planning can be imple-

   WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate Republicans
said Tuesday they are intent on repealing the
health care law requirement that Americans
get health insurance, targeting the provision as
a way to finance deep tax cuts in their far-
reaching overhaul.
   The surprise renewal of the failed effort to
repeal the law’s mandate came a day after Pres-
ident Donald Trump renewed pressure on
GOP lawmakers to include the repeal in their
tax legislation. It has sharp political stakes for
Trump, who lacks a major legislative achieve-
ment after nearly 10 months in office.
   The move by Republicans in the Senate Fi-
nance Committee upended the debate over the
tax measure just as it was inching closer to pas-
sage following months of fine-tuning and com-
promise. It turned the debate into an angry
partisan referendum on health care and Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s signature law.
   Beyond Trump’s prodding, the repeal move
also was dictated by the Republicans’ need to
find revenue sources for the massive tax-cut
bill that calls for steep reductions in the corpo-
rate tax rate and elimination of some popular
tax breaks.
   “We are optimistic that inserting the individ-
ual mandate repeal would be helpful; that’s ob-
viously the view of the Senate Finance
Committee Republicans,” Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., told reporters.
   The “Obamacare” mandate requires most
people to buy health insurance coverage or face
a fine. Without being forced to get coverage,
fewer people would sign up for Medicaid or
buy federally subsidized private insurance. Tar-
geting the mandate in the tax legislation would
save an estimated $338 billion over a decade
that could be used to help pay for the deep
cuts.
   The Congressional Budget Office has esti-
mated repealing the requirement that people
buy health coverage would mean 4 million ad-
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Abrielle Salstrom, left, and Land Miles work together on a tower engineering proj-
ect in Christine Chiodo’s STEAM class at Pontiac Junior High School on Tuesday.
LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

The Santa House, with a fresh coat of paint and slew of other fixings, was set in its usual
spot outside the Historic Courthouse Tuesday. PAUL WESTERMEYER/DAILY LEADER
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Fishermen cast
their nets for
Asian carp on
Illinois River

PEORIA (AP) — Fish-
ermen in Peoria are send-
ing their nets out into the
Illinois River with hopes
of catching Asian carp.

Orion Briney has spent
more than 35 years as a
commercial fisherman
and he tells the (Peoria)
Journal Star that he has
an advantage when the
water is cold. He says the
low temperatures slow
down the carp, which are
known to jump and flip in
the water or flee at high
speeds.

The carp are considered
an invasive species and
efforts have been under-
way to keep them out of
the Great Lakes.

Briney and his crew sell
the carp they catch at
markets. He says they
catch bighead carp, silver
carp, grass carp and buf-
falo fish. Some of the fish
they catch weigh close to
35 pounds.

Rauner chooses
acting director
of emergency
agency

SPRINGFIELD (AP) —
Gov. Bruce Rauner has
chosen a retired U.S.
Navy Reserves captain
and deputy director of the
Illinois Department of
Emergency Management
to be the agency’s acting
director.

Rauner announced
Joseph Klinger’s appoint-
ment on Monday. Klinger
replaces James Joseph,
who President Donald
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Today — Showers, mainly in the
morning. Steady temperature around
50. South wind around 15 mph be-
coming west northwest in the after-
noon. Winds could gust as high as 30
mph.

Tonight — Mostly clear, with a low around 29. West
northwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 30
mph.

Thursday — Mostly sunny, with a high near 42. North-
west wind 5 to 10 mph becoming east in the afternoon.
Low around 32.

Dist. 429’s curriculum moving full STEAM ahead
DISTRICT 429 PROGRAM

HONORS
PJHS STUDENTS GET
JAZZY AT FESTIVAL
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About this story
   It’s been almost a year since the Dis-
trict 429 Board of Education approved
implementation of the STEAM cur-
riculum for kindergarten through
eighth grade students. This story ex-
plores how the program has pro-
gressed.

Santa’s house in place
after needed repairs

NEW RESIDENCE ON MADISON
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Trump’s administration
has picked to oversee a six-
state Federal Emergency
Management Agency re-
gion that includes Illinois.

Klinger has worked for
IEMA in the past, includ-
ing as its interim director
from May 2010 to Febru-
ary 2011 and as deputy di-
rector since February
2015.

Klinger retired from the
U.S. Navy Reserves in
2008 after 28 years of
service. He was awarded
two Purple Hearts for
service in the Vietnam
War.

DIRECTOR
Continued from Page A1

ditional uninsured people
by 2019 and 13 million
more by 2027.

It “will cause millions to
lose their health care and
millions more to lose their
premiums,” Sen. Ron
Wyden of Oregon, the sen-
ior Democrat on the Fi-
nance Committee, angrily
insisted when the panel
reconvened to work on the
tax bill and word came of
the Republicans’ move on
the mandate.

Feeling ambushed with-
out advance notice, minor-
ity Democrats exploded in
anger.

The completed House
tax bill, pointed toward a

vote in that chamber on
Thursday, does not cur-
rently include repeal of the
health insurance mandate.
Trump plans an in-person
appeal to House Republi-
cans before the vote.

Republican Sens. Rand
Paul of Kentucky and Tom
Cotton of Arkansas had
pushed for the repeal in

the tax bill just months
after GOP efforts to dis-
mantle the 2010 health
care law had collapsed in
the Senate.

“Repealing the mandate
pays for more tax cuts for
working families and pro-
tects them from being
fined by the IRS for not
being able to afford insur-

ance that Obamacare
made unaffordable in the
first place,” Cotton said in
a statement.

Congressional Republi-
cans projected confidence
earlier in the day about de-
livering the legislation.

“This bill will make
things better for hard-
working Americans,”

House Speaker Paul Ryan,
R-Wis., told reporters.

House GOP leaders ral-
lied support with the rank-
and-file at a closed-door
meeting.

Earlier in the Senate
panel’s work on the bill,
the Democrats com-
plained that the bill would
enable U.S. corporations

with foreign operations
and wealthy individuals
and families to exploit
loopholes to skirt millions
in taxes.

On Monday, a nonparti-
san analysis of the Senate
bill showed it would in-
crease taxes for some 13.8
million moderate-income
American households.

SENATE
Continued from Page A1

mented.
“This program has allowed us

to maximize what we have cur-
rently, as well as create the les-
son plans that we want to build
for the future,” Dukes said. “Es-
pecially for the K-5 world. Teno
meets with one building per
week during our early dismissal
days. 

“During the following week,
she spends the entire week with
one grade level and those kids
get STEAM curriculum every
single day, but their normal
teacher is with them, too. 

“So the teacher is learning how
to teach as Jennifer is giving dif-
ferent lessons to the kids. At the
junior high, Christine is working
with our math department and
science department and it’s a
curricular crossover that I feel is
needed — we are really excited
about it.”

Although she started teaching
the STEAM curriculum for the
first time this year, Chiodo
served as the junior high’s tech-
nology teacher last year. She says
although her curriculum has
changed, her teaching style has
generally stayed the same.

“The students have questions,
but I don’t give them answers,”
Chiodo said. “I really encourage
them to think critically about
their question and also how they
might get to the answer. It helps
them get to the root of their
problem by themselves.”

In an example, Chiodo said
the students can work on a proj-
ect involving completing a cir-
cuit. Sometimes, even when the
student thinks they are done, the
lightbulb at the end of the circuit
won’t turn on.

“It’s easy to see because it’s ei-

ther working or it’s not,” Chiodo
said. “When it’s not, I encourage
the students to go back a few
steps and think about how
things could be done differently
to get the desired result. The
goal is to get them to think about
what they are doing from a fresh
perspective.”

Even as a parent, Chiodo said
it takes patience to get children
from a mentality that is reliant
on an authority, to a mentality
that is more self-motivated.

“At first you hear a lot of ‘I
can’t’ and ‘I don’t know how,’ but
instead of explaining it over and
over, I help them establish what
they do know and then encour-
aging them to approach the
problem again,” Chiodo said.
“On my end, it takes a lot of pa-
tience and understanding that
not everything can be learned in
a day. However, in the end, you
have a student who understands

how to do it themselves.”
Since implementing the

STEAM curriculum, Dukes said
the district has had many oppor-
tunities to host neighboring dis-
tricts to observe. Some districts
have even come for multiple vis-
its.

“After one particular observa-
tion, a teacher asked our teacher
how they got the students to
think critically, ask questions
and work in groups,” Dukes said.
“Then our teacher revealed that
this was only  the student’s sec-
ond day with the curriculum.
What that says to me, is that we
have created an environment
where kids are encouraged to
take chances and drive their own
education forward. It’s changing
the role of the traditional
teacher.”

Throughout the year, Dukes
has also had opportunities to
talk with local business leaders

about what they are seeing from
new hires and how the district
can help better-prepare individ-
uals for the business world that
awaits them.

“I think moving forward, we’re
looking to get students involved
with more technology,” Dukes
said. “Over the next year or two,
people are going to see more of
the technology being imple-
mented, from the junior high
down to even the preschool
level.”

While all the equipment is
new and fresh now, computer
technology has a tendency to be-
come obsolete in the following
years. District 429 Technology
Director Michael McCabe said
although he couldn’t predict
where the technology or curricu-
lum would be in five years, the
important thing is to not be
complacent.

“We’ve brought in more bells
and whistles this year than we
ever had as a district,” McCabe
said. “We assume that we’ll be
replacing parts and pieces as we
go, but in general we’re hoping
to build from here. So, maybe
the things we’re using in the jun-
ior high will be handed down to
the lower grade levels in the fu-
ture, but the exciting thing is
where the curriculum can go
from there.”

Although some might guess
McCabe would have his hands
full with broken robots and
faulty computers by bringing
delicate electronics into a junior
high setting, he reports that is
not the case.

“We’ve actually had very little
issue with things breaking,”
Chiodo said. “I go through my
expectations and safety before
we start. I let them know how
expensive the equipment is and
if they break it, there may not be
something else.”

STEAM
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as the structure had been
showing its age in recent
years.

“It’s been in need of work,
just from all the years of
use,” he said, referring to its
history as written in the
Daily Leader five years ago.
“The renovation of the Santa
House has been talked
about for the last two years
or so.”

The Santa House, remod-
eled throughout October
when there was time to
spare, is by-and-large the
same as it was before. But
Brock did note some differ-
ences, such as the replace-
ment of the metal roof with
a shingled one and making
sure that the walls were of a
snugger install than before
so that heat did not so easily
escape it.

“It was not very airtight,”
he said. “We squared the
walls up, insulated it really
well, buttoned everything up
and put new windows in it,
along with that new roof,
new doors and some new
lights on the outside.”

Brock also noted that the
structure would feature a
ramp so that persons with
disabilities could more eas-
ily get a chance to meet with
Santa.

The streets superintend-
ent expressed gratitude to-
wards P.R.O.U.D. and the
group’s chief executive Jes-
sica Finkenbinder for taking
charge in a fundraising drive
to fix the house and also
thanked the local businesses
and residents who chipped
in for the structure’s repair.
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Continued from Page A1

Sixth grade students in Christine Chiodo’s STEAM class work on a
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