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   WASHINGTON (AP) — The authors of a
bipartisan plan to calm health insurance
markets said Wednesday they’ll push the pro-
posal forward, even as President Donald
Trump’s stance ricocheted from supportive
to disdainful to arm’s-length and the plan’s
fate teetered.
   “If something can happen, that’s fine,”
Trump told reporters at the White House.
“But I won’t do anything to enrich the insur-
ance companies because right now the insur-
ance companies are being enriched. They’ve
been enriched by Obamacare like nothing

anybody has ever seen before.”
   The agreement by Sens. Lamar Alexander,
R-Tenn., and Patty Murray, D-Wash., on a
two-year extension of federal subsidies to in-
surers that Trump has blocked gained an im-
portant new foe. The anti-abortion National
Right to Life said it opposed the measure be-
cause it lacked language barring people from
using their federally subsidized coverage to
buy policies covering abortion, said Jennifer
Popik, the group’s top lobbyist.
   In another blow, Doug Andres, spokesman
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   The Illinois Lottery is nearing
a deal with private manage-

ment firm Camelot Illinois, but
the finer details remain hidden
from public scrutiny.
   As reported last week by the
Chicago Tribune, the agree-

ment “includes a tiered incen-
tive system in which the new
firm, Camelot Illinois, would be
paid bonuses for exceeding var-
ious profit levels, documents
show. But the proposed dollar
amounts are not included.”
   Mark Jontry, superintendent
of the Regional Office of Educa-
tion 17 that serves DeWitt, Liv-
ingston, Logan and McLean
counties, said in a general sense
that if the state was continuing
to pursue a privatized lottery, he
would expect to see the K-12
schools reap the benefits. That,
however, has not been the case
in his estimation.
   Six years ago, Illinois became
the first state to privatize its
state lottery — a decision that
remains controversial. In Octo-
ber 2011, the lottery split with
the Illinois Department of Rev-
enue after private firm North-
star Lottery Group had already

taken over day-to-day opera-
tions earlier that July. As put by
the lottery’s history available on
its website, “compensation
(bonuses and/or penalties)
(would) be directly tied to the
Lottery’s annual, net-revenue
performance.”
   The lottery garnered $2.278
billion in total sales at the end
of the fiscal year in June of 2011,
a figure cited as a then-all-time
record — $632 million of that,
or 27.7 percent, went to the
Common School Fund. After
the split with the Department
of Revenue and Northstar’s pri-
vate takeover, the lottery imme-
diately topped the record the
next year with more than $2.67
billion in total sales. But of that,
$640 million, or just under 24
percent, went to the school
fund.
   Even beyond Northstar’s
likely generous compensation,

questions about the firm’s erst-
while managerial practices have
come under greater scrutiny in
recent months.
   Following investigations un-
dertaken by the Tribune that
had found that lottery didn’t
honor a number of its biggest
payout — “less than 60 percent
of the grand prizes in those
games were awarded, a lower
rate than in other states the
Tribune examined and lower
than when Illinois ran the lot-
tery on its own,” the paper re-
ported — two class-actions
lawsuits were filed by Illinois
residents in February and
March alleging that Northstar
had defrauded players. 
   Coupled with the stagnation
wrought by the state’s budget
crisis, the state decided on a
change in its lottery manage-
ment. Announced earlier in Au-
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   FAIRBURY — Fairbury’s city council has
given its blessing for a tax abatement agree-
ment.
   A couple of existing companies in town have
teamed up to construct a new building at 202
South WalCrest Drive. They include Varsitee
Screenprinting and Miller Trimworks, also
known as BMCH Properties, LLC.
   “It’s a two-year abatement,” explained Adam
Dontz from the Greater Livingston County
Economic Development Council.
   Dontz is also expected to meet with the
Prairie Central Board of Education regarding
the matter. Alderman Lynn Dameron said the
city is doing this to encourage new business.
   In another matter, the council granted au-
thority for the police department to purchase
a squad car, which replaces one involved in an
accident. The Fairbury squad car was report-
edly responding to an assistance call in
Chatsworth when another motorist ran a stop
sign. There were no reports of injuries but the
squad appears to be totaled.
   Fire Chief Martin Steidinger gave the coun-
cil an update on a 1995 fire truck. The “pump
and roll” truck is used for field fires, but has
some rust on the frame. Steidinger is seeking
estimates on what it would take to repaint it.
   “It’s got some age on it, but it’s still a good
truck,” he said.
   Steidinger, who also serves as street super-
intendent, issued some reminders about fall
leaf season. Steidinger asks residents to keep
leaves and brush in separate piles and to never
mix the two.
   During the public comment portion of the
meeting, resident Marlene Schuble voiced
concerns over trees in her yard and communi-
cating with the city street department. Mayor
David Slagel said he was aware of the issue.
   Meanwhile, resident Wayne Varner said city
crews did a good job cleaning up trees and
branches around town recently.
   Also at Wednesday’s regular meeting, the
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Camelot CEO Nigel Railton listens to question during a public
hearing in August. Camelot Illinois, a subsidiary of the Camelot
Group, a family of companies that runs the lottery in Great
Britain, was chosen to run the Illinois Lottery. G-JUN YAM/AP PHOTO
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Dan Smith of Smith’s Plumbing and Chris Brock, Pontiac street superintendent, discuss
sewer issues Wednesday while in the rubble from the sidewalk being torn up in front of
Pfaff’s Herbal Health at 115 W. Madison St. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Prosecutors say
they never
admitted
misleading judge

PEORIA (AP) — The
U.S. attorney’s office for
central Illinois wants a
federal judge to recon-
sider his finding that
prosecutors made false or
misleading statements in
former U.S. Rep. Aaron
Schock’s theft-of-govern-
ment-funds case.

A late Tuesday filing re-
gards defense claims
prosecutors told grand ju-
ries Schock and his
lawyer were asked to ap-
pear before them but
hadn’t shown up.
Schock’s attorneys said
that created bias against
the Illinois Republican.

Prosecutors say Judge
Colin Bruce was wrong to
conclude this month that
government attorneys at
first denied and then ad-
mitted that allegation.

They say prosecutors
meant to clarify they’d
made standard comments
about suspects having a
right not to appear and
never admitted prosecu-
tors made inappropriate
statements to grand ju-
rors.

Schock has pleaded not
guilty. Messages seeking
comment from his legal
team weren’t immediately
returned.

States ask U.S.
court to keep up
health subsidies
cut by Trump

SACRAMENTO, Calif.
(AP) — Top government
lawyers representing 19
U.S. states on Wednesday
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Today — Sunny, with a high near 73.
Southwest wind around 5 mph.

Tonight — Clear, with a low around
50. Calm wind becoming south south-
east around 5 mph after midnight.

Friday — Sunny, with a high near 76.
South wind 5 to 10 mph. Low around 54.

Saturday — Partly sunny, with a high near 74. Showers
likely and possibly a thunderstorm late, with a low
around 58.

Digging for treasure?
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asked a federal judge in California to
force the administration of Presi-
dent Donald Trump to make health
care subsidy payments that Trump
abruptly cut off last week.

The monthly payments would
normally be scheduled to go out Fri-
day. The states, led by California At-
torney General Xavier Becerra,
asked a judge in San Francisco for
an emergency court order by 4 p.m.
Thursday requiring they be paid on
time.

Becerra said Trump is illegally try-
ing to sabotage the Affordable Care
Act, President Barack Obama’s
health care law, which Trump op-
poses and has pushed unsuccess-
fully to repeal.

“It’s long past time President
Donald Trump learn that he doesn’t
get to pick and choose which laws he

follows,” Becerra, a Democrat, told
reporters at his Sacramento office.

Trump’s Health and Human Serv-
ices Department announced last
week that the administration will
cut off payments to insurance com-
panies that allow for lower con-
sumer costs under the Obama
health law.

The payments, known as cost-
sharing reduction, reimburse insur-
ers for the costs of lowering copays
and deductibles, which they’re re-
quired to do for low-income cus-
tomers who buy coverage through
the health care marketplaces cre-
ated by Obama’s Affordable Care
Act.

Trump has said Obama’s law is
imploding and has criticized the
subsidies as insurance company
bailouts. The White House has said
the government cannot legally con-
tinue paying the so-called cost-shar-
ing subsidies because there is no
formal authorization from Congress.

However, the administration had
been making monthly payments
even as Trump threated to cut them
off to force Democrats to negotiate
over health care

A bipartisan effort in Congress to
restore the payments has run into
opposition, and Trump has sent
mixed messages about whether he
would support it.

Becerra said Trump’s attempts to
interfere with health care regula-
tions is creating uncertainty for in-
surance companies, forcing them to
raise costs for consumers and tax-
payers.

The state attorneys general filed a
lawsuit last week attempting to pro-
hibit Trump from cutting off pay-
ments, but Becerra said it could take
months or more to resolve.

Their request made Wednesday
seeks a temporary restraining order
to keep the payments flowing while
the case is litigated.

SUIT
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city council:
• Approved an intergov-

ernmental agreement be-
tween the Prairie Central
School District and Fair-
bury Police. This allows for
student information to be
legally shared.

• Abated fire depart-
ment bonds.

• Learned from City Su-

perintendent Brett Ash-
burn that the Oct. 30
ESDA meeting has been
moved to the fire station.

• Received a brief up-
date on the north end
water main project, which
is expected to start in the
next week.

• Authorized the con-
sent agenda, which in-
cluded minutes from the
Oct. 4 meeting, the board
report, cash report, check
register and overtime.

FAIRBURY
Continued from Page A1

EDGEWOOD, Md. (AP) — A
man with a lengthy criminal past
who showed up for work at a coun-
tertop company on Wednesday and
shot five of his co-workers has been
arrested, authorities said. Three of
them were killed and two critically
wounded.

Less than two hours later, Radee
Labeeb Prince drove to a used car
lot about 55 miles away in Wilm-
ington, Delaware, and opened fire
on a man with whom he had “beefs”
in the past, wounding him, police
said.

The shooting rampage set off a
manhunt along the Interstate 95
Northeast corridor. Police cruisers
were stationed in medians, and
overhead highway signs displayed a
description of Prince’s sport utility
vehicle and its Delaware license
plate. The FBI assisted state and
local authorities in the manhunt.

Prince was “apprehended a short
time ago in Delaware by ATF and
allied law enforcement agencies,”
the Harford County Sheriff’s Office
in Maryland tweeted Wednesday
night.

Wilmington Police Chief Robert
Tracy said Prince was arrested in
Glasgow, 20 miles southwest of
Wilmington, after a tip led authori-
ties to his vehicle. Prince was spot-
ted nearby and discarded a
handgun when he saw police had
recognized him. He ran about 75
feet before being captured. No one
was hurt in the apprehension.

Authorities said it wasn’t clear
why Prince opened fire with a
handgun on his colleagues.

The sheriff’s office said Wednes-
day night on its Facebook page that
the people who died were Bayar-
saikhan Tudev, 53, of Virginia; Jose
Hidalgo Romero, 34, of Aberdeen,
Maryland, and Enis Mrvoljak, 48,
of Dundalk, Maryland.

Prince is a felon with 42 arrests in
Delaware. Court records showed he
had been fired from a Maryland job
earlier this year after allegedly
punching a co-worker and threat-
ening other employees. He also
faced charges of being a felon in
possession of a gun, was habitually
late paying his rent, was repeatedly
cited for traffic violations and was

ordered to undergo drug and alco-
hol counseling in recent years.

The rampage began Wednesday
about 9 a.m. at the Emmorton Busi-
ness Park in Edgewood, Harford
County, Maryland, Sheriff Jeffrey
Gahler said. Deputies arrived in
four minutes but Prince had already
fled.

Kevin Doyle of Thornhill Proper-
ties said he was getting tools from
his truck when he heard screaming
and saw three men running from
the office park. The men told him
someone was shooting and he asked
if they had called 911. They said no,
even though, Doyle said, they had
phones in their hands.

“I think they were just so scared,
they didn’t (call 911). They had a
look of terror,” he said.

The victims and the suspect
worked for Advanced Granite Solu-
tions, which designs and installs
countertops, the company owner
told The Associated Press. Prince
has been an employee for four
months, working as a machine op-
erator, owner Barak Caba told AP in
a brief telephone interview.

Suspect in shooting is apprehended

for House Speaker Paul
Ryan, R-Wis., said Ryan
“does not see anything
that changes his view that
the Senate should keep its
focus on repeal and re-
place of Obamacare.” With
hard-right conservatives
wielding considerable in-
fluence and unwilling to
prop up President Barack
Obama’s health care law, it
was unclear if Ryan would
be willing to even bring
the measure to his cham-
ber’s floor.

Overall, it was a bad day

for the bipartisan accord,
with several Republicans
conceding that it likely
needed Trump’s backing
to survive.

“Without the president
supporting it, I don’t think
you have the votes in the
House or the Senate,” No.
3 Senate GOP leader John
Thune of South Dakota
told reporters, adding,
“We’re stalled out.”

Alexander and Murray
shook hands on their
agreement this week after
months of intermittent
talks. Failure to restore the
federal payments to insur-
ers could result in higher
premiums for millions

buying their own individ-
ual policies and drive car-
riers from unprofitable
markets. Many in Con-
gress would love to avoid
blame for two such tumul-
tuous events.

The compromise has
won warm endorsements
from Democrats and some
Republicans. It includes
steps won by Republicans
to make it easier for insur-
ers to avoid some coverage
requirements under
Obama’s 2010 overhaul.

But Trump has lam-
basted the subsidies as in-
surance company bailouts.

The money reimburses
carriers for lowering co-

payments and deductibles
for about 6 million lower-
income customers, which
the companies must do
under Obama’s statute.

Without those funds, in-
surers would likely boost
premiums by an average
20 percent, the nonparti-
san Congressional Budget
Office has projected. This
would especially hit many
buying their own health
insurance who make too
much to qualify for tax
credits that help reduce
premiums.

Confusingly, Trump
praised the bipartisan
agreement early Tuesday
as a “very good solution,”

only to berate it in an
evening speech. Some said
his objections Wednesday
to enriching insurers could
be addressed by strength-
ening language in the
compromise to ensure the
money directly benefits
customers, not companies.

“We will keep working
on it,” said Alexander. He
said he and Murray would
formally unveil the bill
Thursday and predicted
that “some form of the

proposal” would become
law by year’s end. It could
become part of a must-
pass bill preventing a fed-
eral shutdown due in
December.

“The president has had
six positions on our bill,”
Murray told reporters.

Alexander said Trump
called him Wednesday
morning and encouraged
him to continue his effort,
but left wiggle room.

SENATORS
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gust, the Camelot Group (being the sole bidder) was
tapped as Northstar’s replacement. But legislators on
both sides of the aisle complained to the Tribune ear-
lier in October about the lack of transparency on what
the deal entailed and what percent of the profits
Camelot would be raking in.

Republican Rep. David McSweeney called it an “out-
rageous process” due to lack of useful metrics, while
Rep. Lou Lang, D-Skokie, said an “analysis cannot be
properly accomplished without all of the information
and data.”

When reached by the Daily Leader, Jontry wondered
whether or not it was truly beneficial to have the lottery
privatized.

“I think if privatizing a ‘state service’ is going to result
in increased revenues for the state, I think, by and large,

people would say that’s a good thing, setting aside what-
ever feelings you have about gambling,” he said. “It does
beg the question, though, that if the entering of that pri-
vatization isn’t going to realize the state a significant in-
crease in revenues that they’re going to realize as
opposed to the vendor, then I guess it does beg the ques-
tion that ‘Are you better off having the state operate it?’
in order to realize more of the revenues.

“Really, the question is ‘Is the trade-off worth it?’ ‘Are
you actually getting more out of it?’”

Jontry, who has served as regional superintendent
since 2008, said that he and others in K-12 adminis-
tration were not relying on Illinois Lottery funds as a
“panacea,” especially given the turmoil and uncertainty
faced by public schools during the budget stall.

The regional superintendent also commented that
public school officials were mostly ambivalent toward
the lottery’s entry into the private sector, noting that
“we haven’t realized any great gains in K-12 from the
privatization of the lottery.”

LOTTERY
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Technology is
making harvest
much easier

Farming can be unpredictable at
times, but isn’t always that way
thanks to the latest technology.

A damp cloudy morning last Tues-
day kept us out of the soybean field
until early afternoon. That was the
day the National Weather Service
had forecasted rain for 2 p.m. or
after. Well, guess what? It rained
pretty much right at 2 p.m. and we
got the field finished in the nick of
time.

If it wasn’t for the color radar on my phone, the
NWS forecasting skills and handy electronic fea-
tures on the bean head, we wouldn’t have finished
the field.

In case you didn’t know, the soybean harvest is
extremely stressful since the crop can only be har-
vested when conditions are just right. This means
the dew must be completely gone and fields need
to be perfectly dry following a rain event.

Technology also helps us during times of good
weather and field conditions. Thanks to a small
computer monitor mounted in the combine cab, we
can see what the corn and soybeans are yielding,
the moisture percentage and the number of acres
harvested in a field so far.

This same information is displayed more thor-
oughly on a nearby iPad that draws a map of the en-
tire harvested field. Different colors show different
yield results in certain areas.

Current ag technology allows us to have instant
field information, such as rainfall totals and yields,
e-mailed or texted directly to our smart phones. It
comes in handy to have all of the information at
your fingertips to keep for your own files or share
with a landlord or another professional involved in
the ag industry.

The local grain elevators have even adapted to the
cell phone age by texting grain receipts straight to
your phone.

Some may believe we depend on the technical
side of things too much, but we would not be where
we are today without it. Farming may have been
simpler in the old days, but now we have it down to
an exact science as we are trying to do more with
less. Thanks to advancements in the industry, we
are able to apply the right amount of seed and
chemicals to a field without wasting fuel. Sounds
good to me.
For farm news, harvest updates, podcasts and
farm photos, visit www.centralillinoisfarmnet-
work.com. Also, listen for Kent’s early morning ag
show, “A Central Illinois Morning” at 5:06 a.m.
weekdays on WGCY 106.3 FM.

Kent
Casson
Ag Columnist 
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