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By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   New York City: the beating heart of Amer-
ican culture. It’s called home to nearly nine
million people — and sometimes, that might
be all that two individuals have in common.
Still, those that humbly course through the
metropolis’ veins are inextricably connected,
and sometimes, as happens in Adam Gwon’s
musical “Ordinary Days,” that’s just enough.
   “Ordinary Days” is the final show of the
Vermillion Players’ summer season at Chau-
tauqua Park.
   The story, told almost entirely through
song and quick-shifting vignettes, concerns

four individuals in New York City, who are
each, in their own way, beginning to feel iso-
lated in the urban sprawl.
   Warren (played by Sean Young), a young
man drafted into housesitting cats for an in-
carcerated artist, whiles away the time by
handing out fliers with positive messages on
them. Eventually, he comes across the miss-
ing thesis and notebook of graduate student
Deb (Sarah Bertram), who’s panicking at
having to explain to her professor that her as-
signment will be late. Warren emails her and
sets up a meeting at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, but the two don’t make great
first impressions with the other.

Kinzinger feels failed health plan misunderstood

‘Ordinary Days’ not your
ordinary love story

REP. ADAM KINZINGER

By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   Ahead of a closed roundtable
meeting with members of the
Greater Livingston Economic
Development Council, U.S.
Rep. Adam Kinzinger spoke
briefly to the media Wednesday
afternoon about his current
focus on job growth and what’s
to come for Livingston County.
   Kinzinger, R-Channahon,
also offered thoughts about re-
cent developments on the na-
tional level, including the failed
Republican repeal-and-replace
Obamacare effort, as well as the
precarious situation America
now finds itself regarding North
Korea.
   Ahead of the meeting with
the community’s chief eco-
nomic growth organization, the
representative said he’d recently
seen positive signs concerning

both the manufacturing front
and the standard of living of the
middle class.
   “We’ve seen some good signs
in manufacturing and job
growth, and we’re starting to
see middle class wages tick up a
bit, and manufacturing is going
to be a big key to that,” he said.
   While he noted that eco-
nomic distress was prevalent
across the state, Kinzinger
thought that the cooperation of
the public and private sectors of
Livingston County had helped
alleviate the worst of it.
   “Everybody’s struggling, and
it’s something we need to get a
better handle on,” he said. “Part
of the blame, I think, has to go
to Springfield. We’re not just
losing jobs to India, we’re losing
them to Indiana, and that isn’t
because the weather’s nice or
they have more mountains over
there.

   “Livingston County’s been
doing great compared to other
areas: for instance, tourism in
Pontiac really exploding in a big
way, and that’s a good thing.
But we could always be doing
better. I think a lot of the issue
is a skills gap, of jobs that are
available versus what people are
trained for. One of the rules of
the federal government is to see
trends in the future, and high-
light those trends.”
   Staying on the federal level,
Kinzinger lamented the failure
of the GOP to repeal and re-
place Obamacare, which has
been a large part of the Repub-
lican platform since the Afford-
able Care Act was first signed
into law in 2010. He said that
the various replacement plants,
which received negative press
due to the Congressional
Budget Office reports that mil-
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   WASHINGTON (AP) — North Korea on
Wednesday officially dismissed President
Donald Trump’s threats of “fire and fury,” de-
claring the American leader “bereft of reason”
and warning ominously, “Only absolute force
can work on him.”
   In a statement carried by state media, Gen-
eral Kim Rak Gyom, who heads North Korea’s
rocket command, also said his country was
“about to take” military action near the U.S.
Pacific territory of Guam. He said the North
would finalize a plan by mid-August to fire
four mid-range missiles hitting waters 19 to 25
miles away from the island.
   The plan will then go to the commander in
chief of North Korea’s nuclear force and “wait
for his order,” Kim was quoted by KCNA as
saying. He called it a “historic enveloping fire
at Guam.”
   The statement only served to escalate ten-
sions further in a week that has seen a barrage
of threats from both sides. While nuclear con-
frontation still seems incredibly remote, the
comments have sparked deep unease in the
United States, Asia and beyond.
   A day after evoking the use of overwhelming
U.S. military might, Trump touted America’s
atomic supremacy. From the New Jersey golf
resort where he’s vacationing, he tweeted that
his first order as president was to “renovate
and modernize” an arsenal that is “now far
stronger and more powerful than ever before.”
   It was a rare public flexing of America’s nu-
clear might. And Trump’s boasting only added
to the confusion over his administration’s ap-
proach to dealing with North Korea’s expand-
ing nuclear capabilities on a day when his top
national security aides wavered between mes-
sages of alarm and reassurance.
   If Trump’s goal with two days of tough talk
was to scare North Korea, Kim, the com-
mander, put that idea quickly to rest. He called
Trump’s rhetoric a “load of nonsense” that was
aggravating a grave situation.
   “Sound dialogue is not possible with such a

North Korea
dismisses
threat, makes
warning
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U.S. Rep. Adam Kinzinger, left, speaks with Adam Dontz, CEO of
the Greater Livingston Economic Development Council ahead of
meeting at the Eagle Performing Arts Wednesday afternoon.
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Claire (Katy Billington) listens to her boyfriend Jason (Richard Isemonger), explain his dif-
ference of opinion at Wednesday night's dress rehearsal of the Vermillion Players' sum-
mer closer “Ordinary Days.” JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Senate, House
plan to meet
after veto

SPRINGFIELD (AP) —
Illinois lawmakers will be
in session next week as a
showdown with Gov.
Bruce Rauner over school
finance continues.

The Senate will meet
Sunday to deal with the
Republican’s veto of a
school funding revamp.
The House will convene
Wednesday.

The legislation attempts
to make state public-
school funding fairer.
Rauner used an amenda-
tory veto to remove parts
he says are too generous
to Chicago schools.

The amendatory veto
awaits Senate action. Sen-
ate President John
Cullerton’s statement
Wednesday did not men-
tion a veto-override vote.
The Chicago Democrat
says work on a compro-
mise continues.

Chicago Democratic
House Speaker Michael
Madigan scheduled a
House meeting on Gover-
nor’s Day at the state fair.
That’s a day for Republi-
cans to celebrate and
campaign at the summer
festival in Springfield.

Fire destroys
dozens of
antique vehicles

STAUNTON (AP) —
Dozens of antique vehi-
cles were destroyed when
a fire swept through a
garage outside the south-
ern Illinois community of
Staunton.

Staunton Fire Protec-
tion District Chief Rick
Haase says about a third
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Today —  Mostly sunny, with a 30 per-
cent chance of late afternoon showers
and thunderstorms. High near 82.
Southwest wind 5 to 7 mph.

Tonight — A 40 percent chance of
evening showers and thunderstorms.
Low around 64. Southwest wind around 6 mph.

Friday — Partly sunny, with a high near 80. West
northwest wind 5 to 7 mph. Low around 59.

Saturday — Mostly sunny, with a high near 79. North
wind around 6 mph. Low around 58.
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Elsewhere, Jason
(Richard Isemonger) is ex-
cited at the prospect of
moving in with his girl-
friend, Claire (Katy
Billington), but the latter
is having doubts and bat-
tling demons from her
past, leading the pair to
squabble more and more
frequently. They, too, take
a trip to the Met, but real-
ize while individually ex-
ploring the museum that
there is a distance between
them.

In their individual
struggles, however, each
discovers something they
need from another person.

Young is delightful as
Warren, a hopeless ro-
mantic and an indefatiga-
ble (some might say
grating) optimist.
Bertram, meanwhile, ex-

cels as Warren’s foil, Deb
— high-strung and pes-
simistic, and unafraid to
unleash a biting, caustic
wit. Isemonger performs

admirably as the commit-
ted Jason, who, despite
differences in personality
and taste, is ready to settle
down. Last but certainly

not least, Billington in-
spires as the pensive and
impulsive Claire, subtly in-
timating her character’s
inability to fully accept her
boyfriend is more than
just a case of nerves.

While all dialogue is
conveyed through song,
there are still several can’t-
miss numbers, including
“Saturday at the Met,”
which tells of the com-
pany’s (mis)adventures at
the museum, and “Fine,”
the duo between Isemon-
ger and Billington that
portrays, in painful detail,
the unraveling of Jason
and Claire’s relationship.

“Ordinary Days” opens
tonight in Chautauqua
Park at 7:30 and runs
through Sunday. Doors
open one hour before the
show. Tickets are $10 per
person, with prices of $6
for children aged 12 and
under and $8 for seniors
aged 62 and up.

PLAY
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lions would lose coverage, were
“misunderstood.”

“I thought our bill (the American
Health Care Act) was very misun-
derstood, I thought it was good,” he
said. “No bill’s perfect, you’ll never
find a perfect bill, but it failed. We
passed it out of the House (of Rep-
resentatives) and the Senate was un-
able to come together on a plan.”

While admitting that the CBO
scores were a concern, Kinzinger
said that “the system is failing right
in front of our eyes; people are pay-
ing huge deductibles and premiums,

and we’ve got to figure out how to
make it better.”

In recent days, bellicose rhetoric
from President Donald Trump to-
ward North Korea, saying the coun-
try would face “fire and fury” and
“power the likes of which this world
has never seen before,” and subse-
quent threats made by supreme
leader of North Korea, Kim Jong-
un, has had critics worried of a full-
scale conflict with the potential of
nuclear weapons involvement.
However, Kinzinger thought that
the reaction was largely overblown.

“I wish (Trump) hadn’t said it like
that, but I think there’s much ado
that’s been made about it,” he said.
“The reality is that that’s how North

Korea talks all the time and the
other reality is that we’ve been using
diplomatic talk for 20 years and the
next thing we know, North Korea
has a nuclear weapon.”

The Illinois rep added, however,
that if North Korea continued on its
current path, the U.S. would have
little choice other than military in-
volvement.

“People are making a huge deal
about the words, and that’s not
going to start a war,” he said.
“What’s going to start a war, if any-
thing, but hopefully not, is North
Korea’s pursuit of a weapon and
their clear verbal desire to destroy
the United States and our allies.”

KINZINGER
Continued from Page A1

guy bereft of reason and
only absolute force can
work on him,” the KNCA
report quoted him saying.

Kim said the Guam ac-
tion would be “an effective
remedy for restraining the
frantic moves of the U.S. in
the southern part of the
Korean peninsula and its
vicinity.”

Guam lies about 2,100
miles from the Korean
Peninsula, and it’s ex-
tremely unlikely Kim’s
government would risk
annihilation with a pre-
emptive attack on U.S. cit-
izens. It’s also unclear how

reliable North Korea’s
missiles would be against
such a distant target, but
no one was writing off the
danger completely.

The new specificity from
Pyongyang about its plans
for a potential attack came
as Trump and his top na-
tional security aides deliv-
ered contrasting messages
over North Korea’s ex-
panding nuclear capabili-
ties.

As international alarm
escalated, Trump dug in
on his threats of military
action and posted video of
his ultimatum to North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un.

The suggestion that
Trump has enhanced U.S.

nuclear firepower was im-
mediately disputed by ex-
perts, who noted no
progress under Trump’s
presidency. Still, Trump
tweeted, “Hopefully we
will never have to use this
power, but there will never
be a time that we are not
the most powerful nation
in the world!”

The tweets did little to
soothe concerns that
Trump was helping push
the standoff with North
Korea into uncharted and
even more dangerous ter-
ritory. While the prospect
of military action by either
side appears slim, given
the level of devastation
that would ensue, Trump’s
talk Tuesday of “fire and

fury like the world has
never seen” compounded
fears of an accident or
misunderstanding leading
the nuclear-armed nations
into conflict.

This week, an official
Japanese report and a
classified U.S. intelligence
document, the latter re-
ported by The Washington
Post, combined to suggest
the North was closer to
being able to strike the

United States with a nu-
clear missile than previ-
ously believed. The U.S.
document reportedly as-
sessed that the North had
mastered the ability to fit a
nuclear warhead on its
long-range missiles.

After North Korea is-
sued its own warning that
suggested it could attack
Guam, Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson sought to
calm the sense of crisis.

Speaking earlier
Wednesday on his way
home from Asia, he cred-
ited Trump with sending a
strong message to the
North Korean leader on
the “unquestionable” U.S.
ability to defend itself, so
as to prevent “any miscal-
culation.” Tillerson in-
sisted the U.S. isn’t
signaling a move toward
military action.

KOREA
Continued from Page A1

Meeting inside the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Deb
(Sarah Bertram) angrily demands Warren (Sean
Young) return her college thesis at Wednesday night's
dress rehearsal of the Vermillion Players' summer
closer “Ordinary Days.”  JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Aussie farmers
visit area

We may live across the globe from
our Australian friends, but we really
aren’t that different.

An area visit from those of the land
down under last week brought this to
light. The group of around 30 toured
the Prairie Central Co-op grain ele-
vator near Pontiac and area muse-
ums before stopping at Clayton
Rosenberger’s farm near Chenoa the
same afternoon.

Ross Withers, CEO of an ag implement company
in Australia, told me it is always interesting to com-
pare the differences in machinery and farming
practices between his country and ours, but there
are many similarities between the two.

“These days, we are all trying to get better yields
and better coverage,” Withers said.

Withers appreciates chatting with his American
counterparts to get new ideas and to be able to in-
teract with others who work in the same field. In
Australia, they use pieces of equipment we often
use here such as vertical tillage tools and field cul-
tivators. They don’t use planters though. Instead,
they pull big air seeders behind tractors to plant
mostly wheat each year.

I found it interesting that western Australia is
very dry. In fact, the farmers there often jump for
joy at the slightest amounts of rainfall. We truly are
blessed here in our part of the world. Many of the
Australian visitors commented on all of the green
grass and crops around here. When a clap of thun-
der was heard in the distance and dark storm
clouds started to fill the Central Illinois sky, they
quickly got out their cameras to snap a few photos.

Rosenberger was gracious enough to open his
farm for these visitors to see what farming is all
about here in Illinois and to begin a very important
dialogue of our end goal of feeding a growing world
together.
For local farm news and field reports from the
area, visit www.centralillinoisfarmnetwork.com.

Kent
Casson
Ag Columnist 
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