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County Board opts to
help with health care
By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   As it had been at last week’s Finance Com-
mittee, the subject of the community health
care program run by the county health de-
partment proved again to be a contentious
issue at the full Livingston County Board
meeting Thursday. After lengthy debate and
commentary, the motion to fund it for at
least another year was passed.
   Before the meeting began in earnest, the
board appointed a new member to their
ranks: Patrick Killian, co-owner and operator
of the downtown wine bistro, PK UnKorked.
Killian took the seat vacated by former board
member Kelly Cochran Cohlman.
   When the topic of the community health

care program came up on the
agenda, MaLinda Hillman, the
county’s health administrator,
explained that it was seeking ap-
proximately $200,000 to fund a
program that provided home nursing and
home services, instituted on the heels of the
county’s exit from managing Livingston
Manor.
   Responding to several questions asked by
board members, Hillman said that 85 per-
cent of the clients of the home nursing pro-
gram and 62 percent of clients receiving
home services had annual incomes below
$20,000. She also noted that the community
health care program was a “last resort” —
meaning other avenues of aiding those re-
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   As with any large event,

there’s likely plenty that goes on
at the Livingston County Ag
Fair and 4-H Show that either
goes unnoticed or under-appre-

ciated —  it’s hard to say, how-
ever, that the judged pig shows
are casting pearls before swine,
when in this instance the pearls
are, as a matter of fact, the
swine. One 4-H participant,
Grant Kiefer, has been casting
pearls for a decade, and has had
great success doing so.
   Kiefer, 18, hails from Gridley,
and represents the Waldo
Peppy Clubbers in 4-H compe-
titions. This year is Kiefer’s 10th
showing pigs in 4-H — some-
thing, it seems, he has genetic
predilection toward, given that
several siblings have also shown
swine at previous competitions.
It also happens to be something
at which he and his kind are
gifted at.
   “I compete at state fair and at
national shows, and I’ve won at
the state fair twice,” he said.
“One of my siblings won it, too,
so we’re a pretty competitive

bunch.” That’s pretty impres-
sive, considering there presum-
ably was no Charlotte with the
assist.
   Pigs and hogs are not com-
monly thought of as the most
graceful of animals, but Kiefer
said that there’s plenty of cun-
ning between the ears, and that
intelligence is what draws the
4-Her to the creatures.
   “I like pigs because pigs have
a very unique personality,” he
said. “They’re very, very fun to
work with, but stubborn at
times, too — kind of like people,
a little bit.”
   As with other, older 4-H par-
ticipants, Kiefer sees the fair as
a great chance to network, find-
ing the wealth of knowledge
possessed by long-time fair at-
tendees to be a valuable re-
source.
   “I’ve met a lot of great, smart
people out here, from reps for

feed companies, breeders and
all kinds of knowledgable folks,”
he said. “Just getting out and
talking with them, you can find
all kinds of internships with
companies, entry jobs or, you
know, there’s just lots of older
guys that know so much much
stuff, and I’ve called them and
have gotten great tips.”
   Bound for Iowa State Univer-
sity in the fall to pursue an agri-
culture business degree, Kiefer
plans to return and eventually
run the family’s farm. Still, he
added, the desire to show off
pigs would remain.
   “I’m eligible to come back
again next year, and I want to
continue to showing off pigs on
the side,” he said. “The 4-H is
really fun and it’s competitive.
When you’re showing, you’re
competitors, but afterwards
you’re all friends again.”

By Erich Murphy
Managing Editor

   Quick and easy was the method used by the
Pontiac District 429 school board at its meet-
ing Thursday evening. Even the discussion by
Adam Dontz lasted just a few moments.
   Nonetheless, the board for the Pontiac pub-
lic grade schools approved a number of items
and hired some assistant coaches for the up-
coming diamond season for the Warriors’ soft-
ball and baseball teams.
   Supt. Brian Dukes used a good portion of
the 24 minutes the meeting lasted with his re-
port covering a number of topics.
   Beginning with transportation concerns,
Dukes pointed out that there was a decrease in
mileage because of the combining of rural
routes with Pontiac Township High School
District 90 while also reworking the in-town
routes.
   “We went from 126,000 miles down to
100,000 miles — a pretty good difference,”
Dukes said. “Unfortunately, we will get less
funding for transportation but I think in the
long run it was a smart move.”
   He added that the Transportation Commit-
tee will need to meet because the current con-
tract is coming to an end.
   Dukes stated he will be attending a national
superintendents’ conference in Chicago and
will be able to learn what other districts across
the country are doing.
   The superintendent also discussed the up-
coming baseball and softball seasons for the
Warriors. He pointed out that the teams will
be limited to 18 players each. However, in an
effort to get more involved, there have been
some games set up that will include a junior
varsity contest of three innings.
   Dukes then discussed the key factor for all
public school districts — money.
   “The budget passed, that’s a good thing,”
Dukes told the board. “The unfortunate part

Money still
an issue, but
not so much
of a concern
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Grant Kiefer smiles widely next to one of his prize-winning pigs
Thursday morning at the Livingston County Ag Fair and 4-H
Show. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

Dangling from a steel hoop, performers with the Cincinnati Circus showed off their ath-
letic ability to an approving audience. See the related story on Page B3. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY
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GOP leaders plan
Tuesday health
vote

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Republican leaders
pushed toward a Senate
vote next Tuesday on res-
urrecting their nearly
flat-lined health care bill.
Their uphill drive was
further complicated by
the ailing GOP Sen. John
McCain’s potential ab-
sence and a dreary report
envisioning that the num-
ber of uninsured Ameri-
cans would soar.

The White House and
GOP leaders fished
Thursday for ways to win
over recalcitrant senators,
including an administra-
tion proposal to let states
use Medicaid funds to
help people buy their own
private health insurance.
But there were no indica-
tions they’d ensured the
votes needed to even start
debating the party’s leg-
islative keystone, a bill
scuttling and supplanting
President Barack
Obama’s health care law.

“Dealing with this issue
is what’s right for the
country,” said Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky. He added, “It was
certainly never going to
be easy, but we’ve come a
long way and I look for-
ward to continuing our
work together to finally
bring relief.”

As leaders tested revi-
sions that might attract
GOP votes, others began
comparing the process
with the trade-offs they
scorned seven years ago
as top Democrats pushed
Obama’s overhaul.

“It’s almost becoming a
bidding process — let’s
throw $50 billion here,
let’s throw $100 billion

NATIONAL NEWS

4H FAIR STORIES AND
PHOTOS THROUGHOUT
TODAY’S LEADER

LOCAL, PAGES A1, A2, A6, B3, B6

FAIR TIME

See ‘COUNTY’ Page A6See ‘HEALTH’ Page A6

Today — A 40 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms, mainly
after 10 a.m., otherwise, partly sunny,
with a high near 92. Heat index values
as high as 105. East wind 5 to 10 mph
becoming south southwest in the af-
ternoon.

Tonight — Mostly cloudy, with a low around 75. South
southeast wind around 5 mph.

Saturday —  Partly sunny, with a high near 91. Heat
index values as high as 106. Southwest wind 5 to 10
mph, with gusts as high as 15 mph. Low around 71.

Feeling quite balanced
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GROUND BROKEN FOR
NEW FACILITY IN
FAIRBURY

Kiefer works to have a pearl among his pigs
LIVINGSTON COUNTY 4H FAIR
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ceiving services had been
explored, but they had not
qualified for other pro-
grams.

When the motion was
called and received a sec-
ond, Chairman Bob
Young called for any com-
ment. Following feedback
she’d received concerning
her opposition to the pro-
gram at Finance Commit-
tee, board member
Carolyn Gerwin felt obli-
gated to explain her ra-
tionale.

“If we take on this re-
sponsibility, we take on a
vestige of being out of the
nursing home business,”
she said. “There’s just re-
ally no limit to how far to
take it. I know everybody
likes benefits,  and this
might be a prime example
of how you can put a pro-
gram into place and it’s
the devil to take it out
again, because the people
who are getting the hand-
outs are right there in
your face.

“When we increase
taxes … we take money
from people who are earn-
ing the money, and may
have different priorities in
their lives. For example,
the families in our county
may want to keep their
money to put toward their
own retirement, or to put
toward their childrens’
college education, or their
church or maybe they
want to do something
completely different. I
don’t know, but their pri-
orities are also important,
and as the people who
earn the money, I believe
their priorities should
take precedence on things
that are not mandated
and are not part of the
normal county govern-
ment.”

Others on the board dis-
agreed, however, with sev-
eral alluding to an
affirmative vote for the
program as the “Christian
thing to do.” Member
Marty Fannin, however,
had a different take.

“I could hope we tap
into what Bob (Young)
was saying about the
Christian thing to do —
well, the Christian thing
to do is Christians taking
care of each other,” he
said. “It’s not the govern-
ment’s job, it’s your job.
Talk to your local
churches. Organize.
That’s what you should
do. That’s not our job.”

Meanwhile, member
John Slagel said he would
vote against it due to fi-
nancial strain on the
county’s coffers, but he ad-
mitted that he neverthe-
less hoped it passed.
Member Jason Bunting
said he was voting against
it only because he did not
think that the single year
of funding was enough.

County Board Executive
Director Alina Hartley
clarified, however, that the
motion must be passed in
order to secure immediate
funding for next year be-
fore its future could be
later debated.

Members Jack Vietti,
Joe Steichen, Tim Shafer,
Ron Kestner, Vicki Allen,
Bob Weller, James Carley,
Daryl Holt, Bill Mays,
David Heath, Stan Weber,
Young and Killian voted
in favor of the motion.
Voting “no” were mem-
bers Bunting, Slagel, Fan-
nin and Gerwin.

Another action item
forwarded from Finance
Committee that the board
examined was the five-
year tax abatement for a
proposed Anthony Lift-
gates expansion. The
measure received near-
unanimous approval.

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

GRIDLEY — Two baby goats, be-
longing to brothers Todd and Aiden
Palmer of Gridley, were quite popu-
lar among parents and children at
the Livingston County Ag Fair and
4-H Show on Thursday. The babies,
known as kids, were born just days
before the fair began.

“We had to bring them with us be-
cause they are still attached to their
mother, but we also wanted to bring
them because kids love them,” Todd
Palmer, 10, said. “It’s been great to
have them at the fair with us.”

The boys started out with two
goats about four years ago. Their in-
tention was to show them at the fair
that year, but when their father,
Todd Palmer Sr., hurt his back and
had to have surgery, the boys had to
wait. Eventually, the Palmer family
met a man who was trying to get out
of the goat business, so they bought
four goats from him.

“We showed three of them last
year at the fair here and it’s pro-
gressed from there,” Aiden Palmer,
14, said. “Today, we have around 18
goats.”

Taking care of goats and being
part of 4-H has taught the boys a lot
of responsibility. It’s an opportunity
their father missed out on as a boy.

“I lived in town and had family
that lived on a farm, but they didn’t
do anything like this,” young Todd

Palmer said.
“I like that it is something we can

all do as a family. At one time, the
boys were in Boy Scouts and they
have a sister who was in Girl Scouts,
but they were separate clubs so my

LOVELOCK, Nev. (AP) —
O.J. Simpson was granted pa-
role Thursday after more than
eight years in prison for a Las
Vegas hotel-room heist, suc-
cessfully making his case for
freedom in a nationally tele-
vised hearing that reflected
America’s enduring fascination
with the former football star.

Simpson, 70, could be re-

leased as early as Oct. 1. By
then, he will have served the
minimum of his nine-to-33-
year sentence for a bungled at-
tempt to snatch sports
memorabilia he claimed had
been stolen from him.

During the more than hour-
long hearing on live TV, Simp-
son was, by turns, remorseful,
jovial and defensive, heatedly

insisting the items taken in the
armed robbery were “my stuff.”

At one point, the murder de-
fendant in the 1995 “Trial of the
Century” set off a storm of sar-
casm and incredulity on social
media when he said, “I’ve basi-
cally spent a conflict-free life,
you know.”

All four parole commission-
ers who conducted the hearing

voted for his release after a half-
hour of deliberations. They
cited, among other things, the
low risk he might commit an-
other crime, his community
support and his release plans,
which include moving to
Florida.

Simpson was widely expected
to win parole, given similar
cases and his good behavior be-

hind bars. His defenders have
argued, too, that his sentence
was out of proportion to the
crime and that he was being
punished for the two murders
he was acquitted of in Los An-
geles in 1995, the stabbings of
ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson
and her friend Ronald Gold-
man.

‘Juice’ will be loose: OJ Simpson granted parole in robbery

was there’s a little thing in
there that says the only
way we can get money was
it would have to be that
space model, which there
is none that exist.”

Adding to his com-
ments, Dukes said that he
met with State Sen. Jason
Barickman, who was in
Pontiac on Tuesday, and
was told that negotiations
will be taking place in the
next few weeks.

“The negative to that is
we will miss our first pay-
ment in August,” Dukes
said. “There’s some ru-
mors that we may get
some categoricals from
last year, we’re still owed
$800,000 from last year.
The hope is that we’ll get
some of those payments to
kind of offset us in August.
Then we will be playing
the game of chicken with
Rauner and Madigan.

“Our doors are open,
they will stay open. That’s
something we need to con-
tinue to remind parents.”

On a good note, Dukes
told the board that federal
money will continue to
come in, which is about 10
percent of the revenue.

Also, in reporting on
STEAM, Dukes said that
Diane Wolf of the Re-
gional Office of Education
will be sending $10,000.
It will be used toward the
STEAM lab, as well as
other projects.

“That’s $10,000 I wasn’t
anticipating, so that’s a
good problem to have,” he
said.

And in regard to proj-
ects, Dukes pointed out
that the parking lot and
camera projects are com-
pleted, while awning,
scoreboard and sign proj-
ects should be finished in
August.

The board approved
four action items, includ-
ing the Anthony Liftgates
tax abatement issue.
Adam Dontz of GLCEDC
spoke to the board briefly
about it.

The board, after a closed
session to discuss person-
nel, approved the hiring of
two assistant baseball
coaches — Dan Barnett
and Tim Ackerman — and
two assistant softball
coaches — Nicole Ropp
and Sara Solberg. A deci-
sion on a third baseball
was tabled.

New kids appear on the Palmer blockCOUNTY
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there,” said Sen. Bob
Corker, R-Tenn. “It’s mak-
ing me uncomfortable
right now. It’s beginning to
feel a lot like how Oba-
macare came together.”

In a blow, the Congres-
sional Budget Office said
McConnell’s latest bill
would produce 22 million
additional uninsured peo-
ple by 2026 and drive up
premiums for many older
Americans. Congress’ non-
partisan fiscal analyst also
said it would boost typical
deductibles — the money
people must pay before in-
surers cover costs — for
single people to $13,000
that year, well above the
$5,000 they’d be expected
to pay under Obama’s
statute.

“Many people with low
income would not pur-
chase any plan even if it
had very low premiums”
because of that exorbitant
deductible, the budget of-
fice said.

That dire outlook re-
sembled one the office re-
leased last month on
McConnell’s initial bill,
which the leader had to
withdraw as Republicans
rebelled against it.

Thursday’s report
seemed unlikely to do
much better to help win
over balking moderate Re-
publicans upset over mil-
lions of voters losing
coverage and cuts in Med-
icaid, the health insurance
program for the poor.
These included Sens. Lisa

Murkowski of Alaska,
Susan Collins of Maine,
Ohio’s Rob Portman and
West Virginian Shelley
Moore Capito.

The GOP’s fissures have
changed little for months.

Conservatives like Sens.
Mike Lee of Utah and
Texas’ Ted Cruz want to
loosen Obama’s require-
ments that insurers cover
numerous services and
cap customers’ costs, and
some want to cut spending
for Medicaid and other
programs. Conservative
Rand Paul, R-Ky., is most
interested in simply re-
pealing the 2010 law.
Moderates want to ease
the spending reductions
and leave consumer pro-
tections in place.

“There’s a handful of
folks who clearly have sig-
nificant reservations”
about backing the bill, said
Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa.
“But they haven’t said no.
They haven’t said yes ei-
ther.”

Sen. John Barrasso, R-
Wyo., a member of the
Senate leadership, said a
vote was expected Tuesday
afternoon. But senators
suggested that might
change with the possible
long-term absence of Mc-
Cain, the 80-year-old Ari-
zonan who announced
Wednesday he is battling
an aggressive brain cancer
and was home undergoing
treatment.

Nursing a slender 52-48
majority and adamant
Democratic opposition,
McConnell has been un-
able to muster the 50 GOP
votes he’d need to approve

his party’s health care
overhaul. Vice President
Mike Pence would cast the
tiebreaking vote. Without
McCain, the bill would fall
if just two Republicans
vote against it, and more
than that have said they’re
ready to do so.

Looking for leverage,
McConnell and his lieu-
tenants were arguing that
Republicans should back
the initial procedural vote
to begin debate. Should it
pass, they reasoned, sena-
tors could force votes on
any amendments they
chose to propose.

In reality, senators were
aware that that procedural
vote would be viewed as a
vote on whatever health
care package leaders were
pushing, perhaps reflect-
ing changes negotiated
with GOP senators. Sev-
eral senators said leaders
still hadn’t decided what

that might be.
Asked if senators would

know beforehand what
they’d be voting on Tues-
day, the No. 2 Senate GOP
leader, John Cornyn of
Texas, told reporters,
“That’s a luxury we don’t
have.” Cornyn spokesman
Drew Brandewie later said
the lawmaker was refer-
ring to the unpredictabil-
ity of the final shape of the
bill after amendment
votes.

McConnell presented
his reworked bill last week
after adding $45 billion to
help states combat over-
doses of drugs including
opioids and $70 billion to
help insurers control con-
sumers’ costs. It also re-
tained tax increases
Obama placed on wealth-
ier people to help finance
his coverage expansion to
20 million additional peo-
ple.
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Brothers Todd, left, and Aiden Palmer, of Gridley, spent some time
brushing their goats. The mother goat named Molly, right, had a baby
named Matty about two days ago. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER
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