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   LAS VEGAS (AP) — Hillary Clinton
painted a grim picture for minorities of life
under a Donald Trump presidency Wednes-
day, as she sought to energize Democrats and
sway undecided voters in the election’s final
days.
   Clinton was campaigning in the West, both
in battleground Nevada and in Arizona. The
latter is a reliably Republican state where De-
mocrats see an opening against Trump given
his unpopularity with Hispanics.
   Speaking to a union-heavy crowd in Las
Vegas, Clinton urged voters to imagine what
life would be like if Trump is inaugurated on

the steps of the U.S. Capitol in January. For
Hispanics, she said, that would mean having
a president “who doesn’t see you as Ameri-
cans.” And for blacks, she said it would mean
having a president who believes their lives
are consumed by “crime and poverty and de-
spair.”
   For Clinton, the final full week of the pres-
idential campaign has turned into a greatest
hits list of her most searing attacks on Trump
and the Republican’s most glaring missteps.
On Tuesday, she campaigned in Florida with
Alicia Machado, a former Miss Universe win-

Trump campaigning like it all depends on Florida

Clinton paints picture
of life under Trump
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   MIAMI (AP) — With the tur-
bulent White House race
scrambled in new directions,
Donald Trump is campaigning

like it all hinges on one all-too-
familiar swing state: Florida.
   There was late action
Wednesday in such unlikely

arenas as Arizona and Michi-
gan, too — and in North Car-
olina, where President Barack
Obama tried to energize black
support for Hillary Clinton. But
Trump marched ahead in his
third multi-day visit to the Sun-
shine State in recent weeks.
   The Republican nominee
lashed out at “Crooked Hillary”
in Miami, predicting that a
Clinton victory would trigger an
“unprecedented and protracted
constitutional crisis” as federal
investigators probe the former
secretary of state’s email prac-
tices.
   Conceding nothing in the
state, Clinton has also been a
frequent visitor. She posed for
pictures and shook hands dur-
ing a surprise visit to a South
Florida Caribbean-American
neighborhood Wednesday
morning.

   Both sides agree the New
York businessman has virtually
no chance to win the presidency
without Florida’s trove of 29
electoral votes. Clinton has
been ahead there in opinion
polls, but Democrats acknowl-
edge that the FBI’s renewed at-
tention to her has helped rally
reluctant Republicans behind
their nominee. That’s given
Trump an enthusiasm boost in
Florida and across Midwestern
battlegrounds long considered
reliably blue territory.
   “I’m definitely nervous,” said
former Pennsylvania Gov. Ed
Rendell, a Democrat. “Democ-
rats in Michigan, Wisconsin
and Pennsylvania, if you heard
it was over, if you thought those
states were in the bag, don’t be-
lieve it.”
   Perhaps heeding Rendell’s
warning, Clinton’s team is de-

voting new resources to states
like Michigan, which hasn’t
supported a Republican presi-
dential nominee in nearly three
decades.
   While she had two appear-
ances Wednesday in Republi-
can-leaning Arizona, Clinton
planned to spend part of Friday
in Detroit. At the same time, a
pro-Clinton super PAC was
spending more than $1 million
on Michigan airwaves along
with at least $1 million more in
Colorado, another state where
Clinton has enjoyed a signifi-
cant polling advantage for
much of the fall.
   Early voting numbers in some
states suggest that her chal-
lenge stems, at least in part,
from underwhelming support
from African-American voters.
Weak minority support could

See ‘TRUMP’ Page 10

By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   Perhaps the Greater Livingston County
Economic Development Council is not as
known of a quantity as it should be: CEO
Adam Dontz sent out a
release at the end of Oc-
tober, listing the
progress the group has
made providing oppor-
tunities to the area, in-
cluding the recently
approved $1.5 million
economic development
item for the County
Board’s budget at its
Oct. 13 meeting.
   When reached for comment, Dontz had
nothing but positive projections for the future
of the local economy — a reversal of fortunes
and trends plaguing the wider state.
   In October, Dontz said that the GLCEDC
had “provided financial assistance to employ-
ers responsible for 1,273 jobs in Livingston
County and spearheaded a campaign to cre-
ate Livingston County’s first uniform prop-
erty tax abatement, which is signed by 19
taxing jurisdictions.” Since that abatement’s
Jan. 2015 approval, Dontz said that incentives
in the plan had been “structured to retain and
create up to 940 jobs and over 31,000 square
feet of building expansion.”
   The largest headline success that the
GLCEDC had was its role in facilitating the
$1.6 million job retention agreement with
Caterpillar and a number of municipal bod-
ies, including the County Board.
   However, Dontz points out other successes
that his organization has had, including the
addition of “over 31,000 square feet of build-
ing expansion has collectively occurred at
RKO Saw & Tool in Cullom and at Selig Seal-
ing in Forrest. This has contributed to the re-
tention of over 175 jobs and creation of
approximately 10 new jobs.”
   A key to the GLCEDC’s success in Dontz’s
mind is how competition is viewed; he said

CEO feels it
has been a
good year

GLCEDC
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Getting the vote out

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks during
a campaign rally, Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2016, in Miami. EVAN

VUCCI/AP PHOTO
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Ruth Campbell, left, gets some assistance from Chrissi Smith, during early voting
Wednesday at the Livingston County Courthouse. Campbell was the 1,064th person to
vote since early voting began on Sept. 29. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Pipeline company
could face fines;
protesters pep-
per-sprayed

CANNON BALL, N.D.
(AP) — Officers in riot
gear clashed again
Wednesday with protest-
ers near the Dakota Ac-
cess pipeline, hitting
dozens with pepper spray
as they waded through
waist-deep water in an at-
tempt to reach property
owned by the pipeline’s
developer.

The confrontation came
hours after North Dakota
regulators criticized the
pipeline company for not
immediately reporting
the discovery of American
Indian artifacts and a day
after President Barack
Obama raised the possi-
bility of future reroutes to
alleviate tribal concerns.

Public Service Commis-
sion Chairwoman Julie
Fedorchak said she was
“extremely disappointed”
that Texas-based Energy
Transfer Partners waited
10 days before reporting
last month’s discovery of
stone cairns and other ar-
tifacts. The panel could
decide to levy fines of up
to $200,000, Fedorchak
said, though she said such
a high amount would be
unlikely.

After an inspection,
company consultants de-
cided to divert the con-
struction by about 50
feet, even though they de-
termined there was a “low
likelihood” any additional
artifacts were buried
nearby. The State Historic
Preservation Office did
concur with the com-
pany’s plan on how to
proceed after the artifacts
were found.

Although that change
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Today — Partly cloudy in the morning
then clearing. High in the middle 60s.
North winds 5 to 10 mph.

Tonight — Clear. Low in the lower
40s. North winds 5 to 10 mph.

Friday — Sunny. North winds around
5 mph in the morning shifting to the southwest in the
afternoon. High in the lower 60s. Low in the middle 40s. 

Saturday — Mostly sunny. High in the middle 60s. Low
in the lower 40s.

Adam Dontz
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that he believes that Livingston
County is not merely competing
with local municipal entities, nor
neighboring states like Indiana and
Michigan, but globally as well, and
keeping that in perspective has
helped him maintain a keen com-
petitive sense.

On how the GLCEDC has been
instrumental in some of the county’s
recent successes, Dontz said that
creating partnerships between the
public and private sectors for the
betterment of the residents was cru-
cial.

The GLCEDC recognizes that the
private sector is ultimately respon-
sible for job creation and capital in-
vestment,” he stated. “That said, I’ve
been working to build a coalition of
support among municipalities,
schools and Livingston County to
ensure we retain and expand exist-
ing businesses and attract new busi-
nesses, too.

“Our local elected officials and ad-
ministrators have been excellent

partners in our successes job cre-
ation and expansion initiatives with
Anthony LiftGates, Caterpillar,
RKO Saw & Tool, Selig and others.”

Though the GLCEDC’s efforts
have been seen by a wide majority of
local officials as having been benefi-
cial, there are those that remain
skeptical. At the Oct. 13 County
Board meeting, member Carolyn
Gerwin voted against the $1.5 mil-
lion measure, referencing a memo
she’d written to Board members as
the rationale.

The memo had stated that “the
extra $1.5 million economic incen-
tive program through GLCEDC
should be put on hold until we have
established a vision, clear goals and
a timeline and process to achieve it.”

Dontz, however, downplayed the
skepticism as “very limited.”

“Historically, the GLCEDC’s pro-
posals have been approved by su-
permajorities from municipalities,
schools and the county,” he said.
Dontz added that there were specific
criteria for the money to be used,
and that any proposals he might
field would go through the neces-
sary legal channels of approval.

“There’s a widespread consensus
that we should budget for economic
development and review the merits
of any petition as brought forth
throughout the year as opposed to
asking petitions to return the fol-
lowing year if funding is available
for their project,” he said.

Ultimately, Dontz maintained an
optimistic outlook for Livingston
County’s potential and further eco-
nomic growth on the horizon.

“Livingston County is home to the
intersection of the BNSF and NS
and the UP and NS — class one rail-
roads with excellent interstate ac-
cess,” he said. “Additionally, the City
of Pontiac has approximately 80
acres near the intersection of I-55
and Route 116; these are strategic
greenfield development opportuni-
ties.

“We also have several companies
that produce goods for consumers
throughout the region, nation, and
world. The greater Livingston
County area is poised for growth
and Livingston County’s commit-
ment to economic development
with pay meaningful dividends to
area residents.”
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ner who Trump criticized for gain-
ing weight, and slammed Trump re-
peatedly for his demeaning
comments about women.

In Las Vegas Wednesday, Clinton
took aim at Trump’s feud with an
American-born judge of Mexican
heritage who ruled against the busi-
nessman in an ongoing legal matter.
Trump said earlier this year that
Judge Gonzalo Curiel’s Mexican
roots meant he had a conflict of in-

terest in the case given his proposal
to build a wall along the U.S. South-
ern border.

Clinton said Curiel “is as Ameri-
can as Donald Trump.”

Clinton’s efforts to sharpen the
contrast with Trump has left her
campaign shrouded in a dark, nega-
tive tone as she closes out her White
House bid. It’s a conscious choice
her campaign says it necessary as
polls tighten ahead of next Tuesday’s
election.

“The fact is the choice that Don-
ald Trump represents is pretty
dark,” Clinton communications di-

rector Jennifer Palmieri told re-
porters traveling with Clinton to Ne-
vada Wednesday. “You need to make
it real for voters who are undecided.”

Clinton’s camp says it saw polls
tightening even before the FBI an-
nounced Friday that it was review-
ing new material that could be
related to a dormant investigation
into the former secretary of state’s
handling of classified information.
While Clinton says the FBI has “no
case,” the review has set Democrats
on edge, worried that it could turn
off late-deciding voters.

CLINTON
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was relatively minor,
Obama said it was possi-
ble the Army Corps of En-
gineers could eventually
examine much larger ones
that would reroute the
pipeline in southern North
Dakota to alleviate tribal
concerns. He made the re-
marks during an interview
Tuesday with the online
news outlet NowThis.

On Wednesday after-
noon, protesters tried to
build a wooden pedestrian
bridge across a creek to
enter the property, then
attempted to swim or boat
across when officers dis-
mantled the bridge, Mor-
ton County Sheriff’s
spokeswoman Donnell
Hushka said. Two arrests
were reported.

Volunteer medics
treated some of the pro-
testers for hypothermia
during the confrontation
near the mouth of the
Cannonball River.

About 140 people were
arrested on the property
last week in a law enforce-
ment operation that
cleared the encampment.

The potential for dam-
age to American Indian
sites and artifacts has been
a flashpoint in a months-
long protest over the
pipeline, which is in-
tended to carry crude from
western North Dakota al-
most 1,200 miles to a ship-

ping point in Patoka, Illi-
nois. The Standing Rock
Sioux, whose reservation
lies near the pipeline
route, have led a protest
over that issue and the
pipeline’s potential hazard
to drinking water.

Tribal officials said in
September they had iden-
tified cultural artifacts on
private land along the
route. After that finding,
North Dakota’s chief ar-
chaeologist, Paul Picha,
inspected the area and
said no sign of artifacts or
human remains had been
found.

Picha said he was noti-
fied in a timely manner of
the most recent discovery
in a new area but didn’t re-
port it to the commission
because he thought the
pipeline company would.
Both Picha and Fedorchak
said the site itself was
properly handled, with
Energy Transfer Partners
moving the pipeline route
to avoid the artifacts.

“We reviewed the infor-
mation, wrote a letter of
correspondence ... saying
we agreed with the avoid-
ance plan,” Picha said.

He also noted that the
rerouting isn’t unusual.
During development of
the project, “there were
multiple reroutes of the
pipeline corridor for vari-
ous reasons — cultural,
environmental, landowner
concerns — 140, 150
reroutes,” he said.

PIPELINE
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complicate her path in
other states, too, including
North Carolina, Pennsyl-
vania and Michigan.

Early voting in North
Carolina shows a 5 per-
centage point drop in bal-
lots from black voters from
2012.

Obama, the nation’s first
black president, offered an
urgent message to North
Carolina voters on
Wednesday: “The fate of
the Republic rests on your
shoulders.”

He also criticized
Trump’s history of sexist
comments and his initial
reluctance to disavow
white supremacists. They
continue to rally behind
the Republican nominee,
though he rejects that sup-
port.

“If you accept the sup-
port of Klan sympathiz-
ers,” Obama said, “then
you’ll tolerate that support
when you’re in office.”

At the same time, Clin-
ton allies are speaking di-
rectly to black voters in a
new advertising campaign
running in Ohio, North
Carolina and Florida. The
ad from the pro-Clinton
Priorities USA shows
white Trump supporters
screaming at and pushing
black protesters, along
with Obama warning that
voters would lose “every-
thing” if Trump wins.

As the final-days scram-
ble for votes intensifies,
Florida remains perhaps
the nation’s most critical
swing state.

The Trump campaign

knows there is no realistic
path to the White House
without Florida, where
polls give Clinton a narrow
lead. The New York busi-
nessman campaigned in
three Florida cities
Wednesday — Miami, Or-
lando and Pensacola —
and will follow up with a
stop in Jacksonville on
Thursday.

“We don’t want to blow
this,” he told rowdy sup-
porters in Miami. “We
gotta win. We gotta win

big.”
While Trump has de-

voted perhaps his most
valuable resource — his
time — to Florida, Clinton
has built a powerful
ground game, backed by a
dominant media presence,
that dwarfs her oppo-
nent’s. The Democratic
nominee has more than
doubled Trump’s invest-
ment in Florida television
ads. Overall, the state has
been deluged with $125
million in general election

advertising — by far the
most of any state.

Clinton, unlike Trump,
can also afford to lose
here.

Even with national polls
narrowing, the Demo-
cratic contender has many
more paths to 270 elec-
toral votes. One example:
Clinton campaigned
Wednesday in Arizona, a
state that has voted for Re-
publican presidential can-
didates all but once since
1952.
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It’s over … it’s all
over; harvest has
been completed

It sure is a relief to have all of the
crops harvested.

During those last few fields, farm-
ers often wonder if a breakdown or
weather delay will hamper the rest of
harvest. It’s like crossing the finish
line after a long race except there
aren’t too many people cheering as
you are driving the tractor up the
lane one final time. You may have
heard me cheering from inside the
cab as I pulled the machine in the shed.

We were lucky to have a decent fall that went
pretty smooth, except for a few days when rain or
heavy dew prevented us from harvesting soybeans
in a timely manner. Even though the harvest wasn’t
quite as fast as last year, many growers were still
able to finish up in four to six weeks.

Our final day of harvest last week was an inter-
esting one as a CBS television crew from “60 Min-
utes” stopped by the field near Pontiac to record
some footage of the combine, auger wagon and
semi in action. We also had the pleasure of hosting
some farmers from Brazil who were impressed with
the combine and the way we farm here in Central
Illinois.

I feel bad for those who still have soybeans stand-
ing out in the field. After last week’s rain and our
shorter days, it is getting tougher to harvest beans.
Some warmer-than-normal temperatures this week
should hopefully allow area producers to finish up.
I think it’s safe to say most of the corn is out of the
field. You know it is getting late in the year when
the weekly crop progress reports will no longer be
issued by the National Agricultural Statistics Serv-
ice because there is not much to report on.

It was a relief to have a change of pace last week
as I transitioned from combine driver and auger
cart operator to chisel plow man. I could sit in that
tractor for days at a time if I have my coffee, music
and a pair of shades nearby.
Stay updated on the latest agriculture news from
Central Illinois by visiting www.centralillinois-
farmnetwork.com and liking “Central Illinois
Farm Network” on Facebook.

Kent
Casson
Ag Columnist 
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