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Pontiac Township High School Junior Tristin Duden watched as phlebotomist Rachael
Jaskula with the American Red Cross put the finishing touches on his blood donation. The
school's student council worked with the American Red Cross to host a blood drive in the
school gymnasium on Friday.  LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

PTHS blood drive
strikes well with students

Williams exhibits what GLCEDC class intends
EMPLOYEE HONOR

DONATING BLOOD

By Cynthia Grau
Staff Reporter

   Travis Williams earned an honor
that might be traced back to a deci-
sion he made not too long ago. He
was part of the second class of a
program developed by Greater Liv-
ingston County Economic Develop-
ment Council.
   The GLCEDC has graduated two
Fundamentals of Modern Manufac-
turing Program classes. Williams
has been so successful enough that
he received the distinction of being
employee of the month through VSI
at Caterpillar, Inc.
   Williams, who has been em-
ployed for more than seven months
after completing the second class as
part of the program, credits the
training program for turning his ca-
reer around.
   “I got into class and it helped out
greatly. It got me going on the right
track,” Williams said. “Since I got
that job and it was the first perma-

nent thing I had in two years, I
buckled down, worked really hard,
did any overtime they wanted me to
do and anything they wanted me to
do. I learned as much as I possibly
could about anything there and
tried to advance.”
   Williams, who had worked in car-
pet cleaning for 15 years, was laid
off from his job about two years ago.
Upon relocating to the Pontiac area,
he found it hard to get a job other
than working through a temp serv-
ice.
   Williams said the jobs weren’t
full-time or steady, and an em-
ployee at Manpower connected him
with the program the GLCEDC of-
fers. He said, upon graduation, he
had gained a lot more confidence in
trying to get a job in the manufac-
turing field.
   “That class helps out tremen-
dously,” Williams said. “It helps
when you go in there to apply to get
started if you have a little knowl-
edge of what they want you to have

and luckily, you might get in a good
place where you might be able to
make some money and get a perma-
nent job.
   Williams said that before he
started the program he felt like he
was in a daze. Knowing he had
cleaned carpets and upholstery for
15 years and was attempting to
enter manufacturing after 20 years,
he would have an uphill battle.
Williams said his age, 47, didn’t
help him much, either, as employers
are looking for someone half his
age.
   But he said he would continue
working hard, as he is in the run-
ning for employee of the year.
   Adam Dontz, CEO of the
GLCEDC, said there have been 26
graduates from the program that
has a 100 percent graduation rate
and an 88 percent employment
rate. Currently, there is no third
class in session but one may be
scheduled for this spring.

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   Whether giving back to the community,
going with a friend or simply hoping to es-
cape the confines of the usual routine, stu-
dents and a few community members gave
blood in the Pontiac Township High School
gymnasium at a time when the American
Red Cross generally sees its fewest donations.
   Nearly 70 students volunteered to give
blood Friday during the annual PTHS Stu-
dent Council Blood Drive.
   “January in general is a challenging time

for donations. Inclement weather can result
in blood drive cancellations and cold and flu
season may cause some donors to be unable
to make or keep blood donation appoint-
ments,” Benjamin Corey, external communi-
cations manager for the Red Cross said.
“Many parts of the country are experiencing
inclement winter weather and seasonal flu
epidemics, which impact the ability of blood
and platelet donors to give.”
   Brian Blair, student council co-advisor
with Kaleigh Buchanan, couldn’t be happier
with the turn out for this semester’s blood

   CHICAGO (AP) — Gov. Bruce Rauner de-
fended paying his top staff members signifi-
cantly more than his predecessor, explaining
Friday that he will pay what is necessary for
talent.
   The Republican has blasted Illinois’ spend-
ing and state worker salaries as
excessive. However, a review by
The Associated Press found an-
nual salaries of ten top employ-
ees in his administration far
exceed those of comparable
aides to former Gov. Pat Quinn
by roughly $380,000 — or 36
percent. The increases ranged
from 11 percent to 94 percent.
   “The people we’re bringing into our admin-
istration, most of them are taking significant
cuts compared to what they were making on
the outside,” Rauner said ahead of the
groundbreaking of a charter school in
Chicago. “I pay what it needs to for the talent
that we’ve got.”
   Rauner vowed spending out of the gover-
nor’s office would be lower under his admin-
istration than Quinn’s. He didn’t offer further
details, and his office didn’t respond to re-
peated questions on the issue.
   It’s still too early to compare spending be-
tween the two administrations. Quinn’s office
employed 96 people last year with a total pay-
roll of $4.5 million. Not all of Rauner’s new
hires have been paid yet, and some Quinn
employees were still being paid in January.
The Illinois comptroller’s website began post-
ing the paychecks of workers in Rauner’s ad-
ministration this week. The AP verified the
amounts against state records of the staffers’
monthly salaries.
   Among those receiving more is Rauner’s
deputy governor, Olin “Trey” Childress III, a
former chief operating officer for the state of
Georgia. He’s earning $198,000 annually, a
24 percent increase over Quinn’s deputy gov-
ernor’s $150,000 salary. Rauner’s chief of
staff and former deputy campaign manager
Mike Zolnierowicz will receive $180,000

Rauner good
with paying
staff more
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Travis Williams, who completed the Fundamentals of
Modern Manufacturing Program through GLCEDC re-
cently received the employee of the month for VSI at
Caterpillar. CYNTHIA GRAU/DAILY LEADER
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Cardinal George:
Doctors have
‘run out of
tricks’ for him

CHICAGO (AP) — Re-
tired Cardinal Francis
George says his doctors
have run out of options
for his cancer treatment
and he’s exploring an ap-
proach to care that fo-
cuses on quality of life
rather than a cure.

George spoke to re-
porters Friday in Chicago
after the Knights of
Columbus presented him
with its top honor. He
says his doctors have “run
out of tricks in the bag.”

The Archdiocese of
Chicago says its retired
leader has a day-to-day
challenge with fatigue.
His cancer has not spread
to any other organs and
continues to be located in
the kidney. Last month,
George stopped taking an
experimental drug be-
cause it wasn’t working.

George stepped down as
the leader of Chicago’s
more than 2 million
Roman Catholics in No-
vember. Blase Cupich be-
came Chicago’s
archbishop.

State board
threatens to
withhold funds

CHICAGO (AP) — Illi-
nois State Board of Edu-
cation officials are
threatening to withhold
funds from any school
district failing to admin-
ister a new statewide
exam to students.

In a letter to district ad-
ministrators, State School
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Superintendent Christo-
pher Koch says the Part-
nership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and
Careers (PARCC) exami-
nation must be given “to
all students except those
who are specifically ex-
empted under law.”

In the letter, also signed
by newly appointed state
board chairman James
Meeks, Koch threatened
not only to withhold

money for impoverished
schools, but also noted the
districts could lose general
state funds.

Chicago Public Schools
recently announced it
won’t administer the
PARCC assessment, a
computer-based test, to
the majority of students
because of concerns about
access to technology.

Standardized testing to
gauge student perform-
ance has been under at-
tack because of concerns it
takes away instruction
time.

STATE
Continued from Page A1

“The GLCEDC is proud of the
program stats and the benefit it pro-
vides — both socially and economi-
cally — for our county,” Dontz said.
“We are making a difference, we are
positively impacting lives.”

Dontz said a great way to describe
the way the GCLEDC works with
local business is a partnership, be-
cause they all work together in every
step of the process, from planning
classes to planning the dates for
classes to coincide with hiring
peaks.

“The GLCEDC connected private
sector employers, Heartland Com-
munity College and a combination
of pubic and private funds to con-
ceive, implement and continue pro-
viding career enhancing academic
and hands-on training,” Dontz said.
“Caterpillar Fuel Systems of Pontiac
donated their training facility,
Heartland worked tirelessly to
quickly assemble an interdiscipli-
nary facility, and the GLCEDC
worked with Livingston County, the
Grundy, Kankakee, Livingston
Workforce Investment Board and
private employers to secure funding
for the class.

“From concept to our first gradua-

tion was about six months. To col-
laborate with this many stakehold-
ers and deliver results in six months
is record setting.”

Dontz had praise for Williams and
said he is a perfect example of some-
one who was unemployed and the
program gave him the skills and
tools he needed. He said Williams
doesn’t just have a job, but a career,
and it all happened in Livingston
County.

The GLCEDC is evaluating con-
vening the third class in 2015. Indi-
viduals interested in enrollment or
business looking to participate
should contact Adam Dontz at 815-
842-2900.

WILLIAMS
Continued from Page A1

SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Two Illinois lawmakers want
terminally ill patients to have access to experimental
and unapproved treatments.

The “Right to Try” legislation, filed Wednesday in the
Senate, would allow people with terminal illnesses to
contact manufacturers about new treatments if they’ve
exhausted all others approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration. Patients would still need a doc-
tor’s approval to seek such drugs, treatments or devices,
but the measure would open the door for options that
otherwise aren’t available.

Republican State Sen. Michael Connelly of Lisle and
state Rep. Greg Harris, a Chicago Democrat, spoke
about their effort Friday morning in Chicago.

If approved, Illinois would join six other states — in-
cluding Arizona, Colorado, Louisiana, Michigan and
Missouri — that have similar laws for the terminally ill.

Harris said clinical trials are an option for patients
wanting experimental treatments, but that’s not a vi-
able option for everyone.

“When you’re doing technical clinical trials, often the
criteria for enrolling in the clinical trials are very nar-
row,” he said.

It can be years before drugs leave the clinical-trial
phase and get approval by the FDA.

Connelly said the 2014 movie “Dallas Buyers Club,”
based on an AIDS patient who created a business to
bring experimental drugs from other countries into the
U.S., and the summer’s ALS ice-bucket challenge videos
brought attention the issue of being more lenient on
drug restrictions.

Patients with ALS, a neurodegenerative disease, want
access to experimental drugs, because so many drugs
fail to leave the testing phase due to patent issues and
other problems, said Joumana Baroody, director of care
services for the ALS Association Greater Chicago Chap-
ter.

“They look for any hope,” Baroody said.

‘Right to Try’ bill
would give access to
experimental drugs

drive. Although he is
proud of the fact that so
many students have cho-
sen to give blood, he was-
n’t completely surprised
due to his impression that
students not only know
the importance of giving
back to people, but leave
feeling like they have done
something for their com-
munity.

“People in our area may
not be getting the blood
that they need due to can-
celed blood drives,” Blair
said. “It’s great to see our
students step up in a self-
less manner to donate
blood for the betterment
of the community.”

Sophomore Josh
McBeath made the event
his first blood donation
ever. He was originally in-
troduced to the idea due to
encouragement from
friends, but decided he
would give blood again in
the future based on his ex-
perience.

“I was really scared at
first, but once they started
the process I realized it
was easy,” McBeath said. “I
felt fine afterwards and I

like knowing I helped peo-
ple.”

For Tristin Duden, a
junior, the reason to do-
nate was a simple as help-
ing people in need. The
student said although Fri-
day was his first time giv-
ing blood, he wasn’t
worried about it being
painful. Cory Tucker, also
a junior, spent most of his
time donating blood with
a big smile on his face. 

“I decided to give blood
as a service to the commu-
nity,” Tucker said. “It did-
n’t hurt at all.” 

Because blood cannot be
manufactured, donations
like those given by stu-
dents at the blood drive
keep the Red Cross going.
It is all the more necessary
due to reports from the
Red Cross that although
an estimated 38 percent of
the U.S. population is eli-
gible to donate, less than
10 percent actually do
each year.

“Students play a vital
role in helping ensure a
sufficient blood supply,”
Corey said. “Donors from
high school and college
blood drives account for
about 20 percent of dona-
tions given through the
Red Cross. Students be-

coming blood donors at 16
have the opportunity to
make helping save lives a
lifelong habit.”

There are four types of
transfusable products that
can be derived from blood:
red cells, platelets, plasma
and cryoprecipitate. Typi-
cally, the Red Cross re-
ports two or three of these
are produced from a pint

of donated whole blood  —
meaning each donation
can help save up to three
lives.

The American Red
Cross supplies about 40
percent of the nation’s
blood supply and provides
blood for patients in ap-
proximately 2,700 hospi-
tals across the country.

BLOOD
Continued from Page A1

yearly, a 38 percent in-
crease over his predeces-
sor’s salary under Quinn.
Zolnierowicz is a former
deputy chief of staff for
U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk.

Aaron Winters,
Rauner’s deputy chief of
staff for policy, is being
paid $138,000, 53 percent
more than his predecessor
in Quinn’s office, who was
paid $90,000.

And Rauner’s longtime
executive assistant, Holly
Griff, is earning an annual
salary of $135,000. That’s
94 percent more than the
salary of a Quinn aide who
performed similar duties
and sometimes handled
scheduling.

Rauner stressed a theme
of “shared sacrifice” during

his January inaugural ad-
dress. He has issued an ex-
ecutive order halting all
“non-essential spending”
and announced he’ll be
taking a $1 yearly salary.
Quinn earned $179,400
last year. He also sug-
gested last week at a pres-
entation in Chicago that
high state salaries had
served to increase Illinois’
unpaid debt.

On Friday, he criticized
“government insiders” as
making too much.

“The people who’ve been
into cronyism and con-
flicts of interest that have
been engaged in insider
state government for years
— with the insiders giving
taxpayer-funded dues to
politicians to get them
elected,” he said. “The pay
for those folks in many
cases is dramatically
higher than for the same

job out where the taxpay-
ers are. That’s wrong.”

Political experts said the
move could leave Rauner
open to criticisms of
hypocrisy.

“He’s leaving himself
vulnerable in that way,”
said Christopher Mooney,
director of the University
of Illinois’ Institute for
Government and Public
Affairs.

Despite the optics, law-
makers said they’d wait
and see what other
changes Rauner would
make with staffing and
other budget decisions.
His budget address is Feb.
18.

“I’m not going to criti-
cize his bringing in new
people and paying them,”
said Senate President
John Cullerton, a Democ-
rat. “I don’t know how it’s
organized, if he’s reorgan-

izing the governor’s office,
laying other people off.
We’ll wait and see what his
overall budget is and how
it’s balanced.”

SALARIES
Continued from Page A1

Pontiac Township High School junior Cory Tucker was
all smiles while he donated blood at Pontiac Township
High School on Friday. The blood drive was sponsored
by the American Red Cross with help from members
of the student council. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

Scott
Rectangle

Scott
Rectangle

Scott
Highlight

Scott
Highlight


	Travis Williams - Pontiac Daily Leader Page 1 - 01-31-15
	Travis Williams - Pontiac Daily Leader Page 2 - 01-31-15

